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Other People’s Business and Me 


Editor's Diary: Saturday Jan, 22 

Yesterday I spent a good part of the day trying 
to glean information from people about the 
Presidential selection process. Have you tried 
this? It has to be one of my top ten most frus- 
trating experiences of 1993-1994. Almost no- 
body knows anything and those that do aren't 
allowed to say anything. Mind you, there are a 
lot of opinions floating around-- aren't there al- 
ways? But those opinions are based on shreds 
of facts carried on the wind. Mostly I heard 
things like "I heard from somebody who heard 
from somebody that such-and-such is the case." 
Rumours piled up on heresay in my head and 
cancelled out other bits of rumour and heresay 
and in the end looking at the picture I got and 
trying to make sense of it was a little like try- 
ing to see a landscape in a Jackson Pollock 
splatter painting. 

People are talking, and people are saying 
things as fact that they heard someone else 
speculate about. Why? Well, it’s easy to say 
that people are just nosy about other people's 
business and that’s true: they are. I know I 
am, and I know that I have to fight that impulse 
both personally and journalistically. Other 
people's business has a perverse, voyeuristic 
appeal for me--I have followed the Bobbit trial 
and the Nancy Kerrigan case with eager 
curiousity and vigorous self-reproach. Some of 
my curiosity in the presidential search must 
surely be the obsessive cumpulsion to know 
that which is forbidden--other people's busi- 
ness. Perhaps the same impulse is guiding me 
here. 

But no. Not entirely. The search for a 
new president isn’t other people's business, it’s 
mine. I resent the fact that I have to feel 
sneaky and underhanded for trying to find out 
more about this process that has such huge im- 
plications for the future of my school. I resent 
that words like “openness” and “representa- 
tion” are being used to describe the process 
when I see faults with both. I resent that the 
student interviewing panel was composed of 
just six interviewers—just over one percent rep- 
resentation--when the staff had twelve repre- 
sentalives--about twenty-five percent represen- 
tation--and all faculty members were allowed to 
sit on their panel--100 percent representation. 
It galls me that, since the alumni panel was 
also in the unfortunate position of having only 
six representatives, the two largest groups in 
the Redeemer community were the most poorly 
represented. Plus, the members of the student 
panel were all members of the Senate Execu- 
tive (not even the full Senate) and thus repre- 
sented a very narrow slice of the College. It 
also bothers me that two of those six repre- 
sentatives were also on the Presidential Search 
Committee. But most of all, I resent that stu- 
dents will never get a chance to find out how 
the student interviewing panel—ostensibly rep- 
resenting us to the Board of Governors— 
ranked the candidates. So there is no way for 
us to hold our representatives accountable for 
the decision they made on our behalf (whatever 
that was). 

Dan Reilly, Senate President and member 
of the Search Committee—having gotten wind 
that I was writing this editorial—stopped by a 
short while ago and eloquently defended the ra- 
tionale behind the policies set by the commit- 
tee. And I understand. I understand the desire 
for privacy. I also understand that everyone 
wants this transition to be a smooth one. I'm 
certainly not screaming for absolute freedom of 
the press or anything—smoothness and privacy 
are important considerations. But should this 
smoothness come at the expense of being able 
to fairly and openly comment on the candidates 
and their relative merits and shortcomings? 
Should it come at the expense of fair represen- 
tation? 

I can't go anywhere with this. The deci- 
sion has been made; now | wait for the verdict 
of the Board of Governors. And whatever they 
decide, I'll support their decision, But I have 
to say, before it's over, that I am deeply disap- 
pointed. But what does that matter? It's none 
of my business 
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An odd thing happens to the two presidential candidates on the 
way to their 127th consecutive interview: badly in need of sleep 
and/or coffee, they begin to resemble movie monsters! 


Evangelical or Reformed? 
Dear Editor, 

I have always been somewhat bemused by 
the way the labels “Reformed” and “evangeli- 
cal” are used here at Redeemer. The former 
label is properly applied to Christians who are 
members of a communion tracing its origins to 
the Calvinist side of the Reformation. While 
such Christians are usually of Dutch descent 
(around this institution, at any rate), allowance 
is frequently made for those boasting English or 
Scottish (or, dare I say, Greek, French and 
Finnish?) origins. 

Given this definition of “Reformed,” that 
other term, “evangelical,” seems to be analo- 
gous to those whom the ancient Hebrews 
labelled “gentiles,” that is, everyone else. In 
any case, such labels seem to be based on the 
need to distinguish between “us” and “them,” 
even when those in the “them” category are very 
much brothers and sisters in Christ. 

I myself am a member of the Christian 
Reformed Church. Does that make me some- 
thing other than evangelical? I hope not! As 
Kathryn Bock correctly observed in the last 
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issue, “evangelical” means, at the very least, 
“pertaining to or in keeping with the Gospels.” 
I would personally wish to describe my faith as 
reformed, evangelical and catholic in the best 
sense of those words. And I hope that the 
church of which I am a member would aspire to 
the same. 

As for the notion that we can identify 
certain doctrinal distinctives of evangelicalism, I 
might point out that evangelicals within, say, the 
Presbyterian or Anglican communions would 
have somewhat different emphases from those 
who are Baptists or Pentecostals. Thus some 
evangelicals baptize infants; others baptize adults 
only. Some believe Christ is really present in 
some fashion in the Lord’s Supper; other believe 
the Supper is simply a memorial of his death. 

In short, evangelical Christianity is an 
exceedingly diverse phenomenon. To my way 
of thinking, it is probably more accurate to see 
“evangelical” as the broader category within 
which even Reformed Christians find a home. 
Yours, 


David T. Koyzis 
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For more information, contact; 


The CROWN 
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academic year, It is funded by advertising 
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648-6871, 


Hold on to your Heritage! 
Dear Editor, 

In the December 10, 1993 issue of the CROWN 
Jennifer Dykstra and Marisa Vander Veen gave 
many good reasons for why they should not be 
called “Dutch.” Since I didn’t see lots of 
“smileys” :) (an un-written law for Internet 
users, to indicate that a statement is not to be 
taken seriously), I can only assume that they 
were serious about their convictions, 

I feel that I must speak to this. 

1. For the most part, Canadians do not call 
themselves “Canadian.” They, rather, identify 
themselves by their ethnic background. 

Although this is changing, it is still more the 
rule than the exception. 

2. We get identified as “Dutch” or whatever we 
are, quite often by our last names, or by the 
subtle cultural things that we do without 
thinking. I don’t become adamant that I not be 
referred to as the Computer Guy, since I am not 
descended from Computers, don’t eat micro 
chips for dinner (although I do like French Fries 
number six), and don’t have a search path 
winding down my front yard! :). 

3. It's not necessarily bad to be identified as 
Dutch, even though you don’t follow the old 
traditions any more. How many people in 
Holland still wear Klompen? When I tell people 
my last name is Knowles, they typically want to 
know, “What nationality is that?”, and I tell 
them it is Scottish. I even refer to myself as 
Scottish, even though I don’t wear a Kilt, play 
Bagpipes, toss a Caber, or eat Haggis. In fact 
there is nothing in my life to identify the culture 
of my ancestors, other than my last name. 

I find that when people immigrate from 
their homeland, they try to preserve their 
culture most strongly. This can cause their 
children extreme stress and grief in school, 
especially if they are a visible minority because 
of dress or manner of speech. Studies have 
shown that first generation Canadians (those 
who were born after their parents immigrated to 
Canada) don’t want anything to do with their 
heritage, yet their children (second generation 
Canadians) have a strong desire to find out 
about where they came from, to have a means 
of identifying who they are. The really sad part 

_about this is that family histories can be lost, 
neveragaintobetold. = 

My great grandmother (paternal) was an 
immigrant from Scotland shortly before the 
First World War. She died before I was ten, 
but I still remember with fondness, how she 
would call me Crrrrris, with her thick Scottish 
accent (or Crrrrrisssstopherrrrr when she was 
crrrrrosssss with me :) ). My paternal grand- 
mother was born in Scotland but was brought to 
Canada when she was very young. She 
remembers a lot about where our family came 
from but not enough about my grandfather's 
family history. My maternal grandfather's 
mother used to tell me many stories about my 
ancestors, like the fact that my great great 
grandfather had seventeen sons and no daugh- 
ters, and laughed at the fact that my grandfa- 
ther, who was named after this prodigious papa, 
could only manage two daughters! Unfortu- 
nately both of my grandfathers are now gone, as 
well as all of my great grandparents. Their 
stories are also long gone, and much of my 
cultural identity went with them. My advice to 
you who rebel against being labelled as Dutch, 
Polish, Italian, or whatever your ancestors 
were, is this: don’t throw your heritage away 
as unimportant, or worse even, unwanted. 
Rather cherish it, for someday it will be gone 
forever, and there will be no way to get it back. 


Chris Knowles 


-Letters to the editor may be mailed to the 
preceding address, mailed on campus via 
Redeemer'’s inter-campus mail system 
(ICM) or submitted under the door of the 
CROWN office, room 251. 
-Letters should be no longer than 200 
words, may be edited for brevity and 
clarity, and will be printed as space 
permits, All submissions mus? be signed. 
-Submissions for the next issue must be 
received by; Thursday, February 3, at 6 
p.m, 

The CROKFN is published by students, 
but is dedicated to the welfare of the 
entire Redeemer College Community. 


The following people are CROWN staff members, A staff member is someone who has contributed to three or more issues of the CROWN. 
* J.D. Alkema, Stephen Altena, Wendy Baxter, Michael Brinkman, Grace Haveman, Carl Jagt, David Geoffrey Koudys, Diana Mostert, 


THE 


CANDIDATES SPEAK 


ON CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION IN A Post-MoperRN Wortp 


Q0O0Q As part of the screening process, the presidential candidates were asked to submit an essay on Christian 
higher education in a post-modern world. The Presidential Search Committee authorized the Crown to print these 
statements in order to better acquaint the community with the candidates’ Rerormed and educational vision. QUO) 


by Justin Cooper 
Christian higher education in a post-modern 
(read: post-Christian) world will face a 


challenge of demonstrating its integrity on two 
fronts: to the post-Christian cultural mainstream 
and to the Christian community. The post- 
modern mainstream will be increasingly 
skeptical of an education which openly claims a 
commitment to any vision, and especially to the 
Christian faith which the mainstream deems 
passe and irrelevant. The Christian community, 
on the other hand, may well be suspicious of an 
education which includes interaction with the 
larger post-Christian society and allows 
academic freedom “to explore the relation of 
faith, learning and living from a Reformed 
Christian perspective” rather than simply 
handing down the conclusions of a tradition. 

However, this is precisely the challenge 
and task of an institution of Christian higher 
education at this historical juncture: to maintain 
contact both with the secular cultural main- 
stream, which is an academic mission field, and 
with the Christian community, which continues 
to nourish the roots of the faith that is the source 
of strength and direction of any institution 
bearing the name of Christ. To accomplish such 
a task, higher education which is both Christian 
and Reformed must be characterized by at least 
seven features (not in order of priority): 


1) a clear focus on academic standards; 

2) an academically articulated understanding of 
a creation-wide and Christ-centred worldview; 
3) a vital commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the authority of the Word of God; 

4) an appropriately situated and yet ecumenical 
view of its supporting community; 

5) a willingness t to continue to allow, itself to be 
challenged and refined; 

6) a recognition of the increasingly world-wide 
character of cultural formation; 

7) a sense of its task of leadership and service 
which is both inward and outward looking. 


Each of these will be explored in turn. 


1) Christian higher education in any age must 
be academically responsible with respect to the 
standards which are maintained for faculty and 
students. However, this is particularly true in 
an age of skepticism, when detractors may be 
looking for an excuse to discredit such educa- 
tion. Faculty must be academically qualified, 
the library up-to-date, and laboratories and 
studios well-equipped. The curriculum must 
also be reviewed to ensure that it addresses the 
needs of the community and society. There is 
much more to Christian higher education than 
good academic standards. But such education 
will always begin with these standards and will 
then demonstrate its distinctiveness by the 
perspective and direction which is articulated. 
When faculty are expected and enabled to 
provide well-informed courses and to be active 
in scholarship, this models for students an 
interactive posture, prepares them to be in the 
world but not of it and gives them the confi- 
dence they need to take up the task of promoting 
the Kingdom of God in their generation. 


2) Good academic standards must be developed 
in the context of a liberal arts education, 
reflecting the diversity and integrality of God’s 
creation, which is based on a worldview in 
which the creation-wide scope of Christ's 
redemptive work is central. In the post-modern 
context, which often acknowledges 
perspectivalism to the point of relativism, a 
central feature of such a worldview will be its 
emphasis on an abiding and normative creation 
order, Such a Reformed Christian vision, rooted 
in faith and the Word of God and set forth in a 
confessional statement, gives academic work its 
proper focus and context. However, to be 
academically meaningful, this general vision 
must be given specific educational content in the 
various disciplines; it must be academically 
articulated. This is the communal task of the 
faculty, which is charged with the responsibility 
to make good on the faith claim that Christ is 


Lord over all. By actively working this out in 
classes with students, discussions with col- 
leagues and research in the field, the fruits of 
such a perspective are tasted and seen. The 
vision is kept alive and developed by telling, 
retelling and also refining. Without such 
vision, rigorous standards will ring hollow and 
a Christian academic community will perish. 


3) Essential to such a Reformed Christian 
perspective, however, is a vital personal 
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, which 
is also given communal expression and support, 


‘and a reliance on his and Spirit. This 
“Tends to be the hedasoh 4: Sn, ar Rist 


residence in an intellectual community. 
However, education which is Scripturally- 
directed, cannot remain so unless those who are 
engaged in it practice a devotional walk and 
Christian lifestyle. Therefore, an academic 
community dedicated to Christian higher 
education must encourage such a commitment in 
its members and in its campus life. This 
commitment must be communally practised by 
faculty, staff and students and fostered through 
chapels, convocations, times of prayer, and the 
leadership of student life staff. Reliance on the 
Word and the renewing power of the Spirit of 
Christ is the door through which a Reformed 
Christian vision for higher education will retain 
its spiritual vitality and direction. 


4) Christian higher education is one part of 
God’s Kingdom work and is nurtured in the 
context of a supporting community, especially a 
church community. Therefore, to retain its 
distinctiveness and commitment, it must be 
pursued in active relationship with this commu- 
nity. In a post-modern setting, the temptation 
may exist to retrench to a more narrow and 
secure view of that this community is. How- 
ever, an institution offering Christian higher 
education which is characterized by both the 
pursuit of piety and a Reformed Kingdom vision 
will be an institution which is capable of 
relating positively to a supporting constituency 
which is made up of a variety of denominations. 
Such a Reformed Christian institution will be 
able to maintain the trust of its traditional 
supporting community, from which it draws 
strength, while also reaching out to the broader 
evangelical community, with whom a mutually 
beneficial relationship can be established, 
thereby remaining rooted, without becoming 
insular, and celebrating the wider embrace of 
the Gospel beyond one ethnic or denomination 
grouping. 


5) In a post-Christian culture characterized by 
relativism, the task of preserving the essentials 
and distinctives of Christian higher education 
will be an important one. However, preserving 
the tradition should not be emphasized to the 
exclusion of maintaining academic freedom. To 
remain vigorous, Christian higher education 
must allow room for questioning and explora- 
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tion in the context of basic commitment to Christ 
and Scripture, even regarding issues which make 
us uncomfortable at times. Especially in an 
institution which calls itself Reformed, the 
attitude of semper reformanda should allow for 
an ongoing sifting and refining of knowledge in 
order to develop new insights, bringing 
academic pursuits into further obedience to 
Christ. Reliance on God's faithfulness and on 
the power of his Word and Spirit makes it 
possible to maintain a posture of humble 
openness while striving to avoid both legalism 
and liberalism. 


6) In a post-modern age; one asphet ‘of such 
openness should be an awareness of the need to 
interact with and understand those from other 
cultures. The claims of the Gospel have always 
been cosmic and world-wide. However, the 
international scope of cultural formation fostered 
by modern technology, together with the 
pluralist vision of post-modernism, made it all 
the more necessary to rediscover this truth. In 
this context Christian higher education faces two 
challenges, both of which are related to its 
situatedness in western culture. First, it must 
seek to include the study of other cultures as part 
of a liberal arts education. Students must be 
helped to come to grips with religious traditions 
such as Eastern Orthodoxy, Islam and Confu- 
cianism, which have been formative in other 
parts of the world. Second, it must be prepared 
to communicate with Christian academics and 
students from other cultures, thereby rediscover- 
ing what is western as opposed to fundamentally 
Biblical and universal about our faith and 
academic assumptions. 


7) Finally, Christian higher education is a gift 
which must be share. Therefore, those engaged 
in such education must not lose sight of the dual 
nature of their task of service and leadership in a 
post-Christian culture. This task must be 
exercised in both an inward and outward 
direction. Inwardly, such education must 
provide trustworthy leadership to the Christian 
community which supports it, leadership which 
will help the community address specific issues 
and discern the spirits of the age. However, 
such education must also have an outward and 
interactive posture, both for students fulfilling a 
service component in their programs, and faculty 
seeking engagement with the mainstream of 
scholarship, in order to learn from its insights 
and to demonstrate the validity and fruits of a 
distinctively Christian approach to a given 
discipline. This may become more difficult in a 
post-Christian setting. However, the call to an 
obedient witness is needed all the more in such a 
situation and must be carried on, not stridently, 
but rather with a quiet confidence and compas- 
sion, which is possible because it is Christ who 
leads, whether for blessing and renewal or 
persecution and judgement. For, ultimately, 
Christian higher education is dedicated to his 
service and his glory. 


by Elaine Botha 


Post-modernism with its recognition of the 
plurality of choices and values and its relativistic 
cultural and theoretical emphases poses a 


specific challenge to Christian higher education 
How does one relate the universal and unchang 
ing claims of the Gospel to the fragmented, 


nihilistic and pluralistic culture in which 
Christian scholars are called to live and to 
witness? 

There should be little doubt about the 
unqualified call to the Christian scholar to be 
fully involved in the academic and cultural 
struggles of the world in which he/she lives 
This involvement is imperative in order to take 
every thought captive in obedience to Jesus 
Christ. The immersion required of the scholar is 
one in which lifestyle and academic work gives 
clear witness to the fact that all academic and 
scholarly endeavour does not take place in a 
cultural vacuum but in the marketplace of ideas 
and is ultimately focused on the renewal and 
reformation of a world, which is God's creation 
and the arena for the coming of God's Kingdom 
The specific contribution of Christian higher 
education to this process is a disciplining of the 
Christian mind and discipling students to become 
agents of renewal. This implies a guiding vision 
and understanding of the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ in all realms of life--a vision articulated 
and specified for the many rooms of God's 
creation. On the other hand, Christian higher 
education will have to bear witness to the fact 
that the Christian scholar is an alien in a world 
estranged from God and the liberating truth of 
the Gospel. It will therefore always bear the 
signs of the foolishness of the cross, proclaiming 
wisdom which is often in direct opposition to 
what is regarded as knowledge. Christian 
scholarship will thus nurture a keen sense of 
prophetical critique of a world in the grip of 
ideologies. This will entail the cultivation of a 
critical and questioning attitude and intellectual 
skills in the student and an openness to possible 
alternative answers to traditional answers to 
questions. 

The Christian educator is called to develop 
innovative and creative ways to narrate the 
“great deeds of God” (Ps. 78) to a new 
generation in such a way that it gives dynamic 
vision and direction to academic endeavour. In 
an age in which overarching narratives such as 
Christianity have lost their credibility this task is 
formidable. Christian higher education will 
have to sensitize students and teachers to the real 
dangers of materialism and nihilism so charac- 
teristic of the lifestyle and culture of the post- 
modern world in which they are called to live 
A positive, realistic and holistic understanding 
of human life in God’s world coupled with a 
dynamic perspective of hope will provide a 
sound basis for such an alternative lifestyle 
This can be mediated by diversity in the 


‘curriculum, an integrated worldview and an 


integrating philosophical perspective 

Christian higher education will challenge 
both students and teachers to grow in the 
awareness of and the ability to discern the 
implicit worldview and philosophical assump- 
tions so prevalent in the theories and systems of 
thought offered as alternatives to the Christian 
narrative. It will also require a careful theoreti- 
cal and philosophical articulation of the basic 
assumptions of a Biblical worldview and its 
consequences for a Christian understanding of 
reality in general and the specialized scientific 
disciplines in particular. Obviously this will 
have to be done in solidarity and critical 
interaction with traditional Christian Reforma- 
tional approaches. 

A community of Christian scholars ought to 
be characterized by a sense of Christian 
community conducive to a distinctively Christian 
lifestyle and Christian intellectual pursuit. This 
entails a clear Christian understanding of office 
and authority and the norms that guide educa- 
tional relationships and academic pursuit. It 
presupposes an understanding of the significance 
of warm and caring human relationships. In the 
cultivation of such a community the careful 
study of Scripture and obedience to its injune- 
tions will obviously have to play a pivotal role. 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE REDEEMER STUDENT BODY 
RICHARD ZEKVELD & BRIAN AUKEMA--EDITORS 


LETTERS FROM SENIORS 


Editor’s Note: 


Life is a totem pole. We start at the bottom and we usually climb up in age, experience and shoe 
size. It is important that people on various levels of that totem pole communicate with one another 
and learn from each other. In the next few issues of the CROWN, the Body page will feature 
articles from students facing life beyond Redeemer. What is it like to be at the top of the pole? 
What kind of things do upper classmen think about and struggle with concerning life beyond 
Redeemer? Some of us freshmen or nearly-freshmen have not yet begun to ponder the fact that 
there is life beyond Redeemer (unless we are planning to transfer). Those days will be here soon 
enough. Maybe it is wise to listen to those who are there and remember their words for later. 


Richard Zekveld. 


Yet Another Editor's Note: 


The idea for this feature was suggested by a reader. If anyone has any other such brainwaves for 
this page feel free to run them by either Howie or Rich. 


After This? Good Question! 
by Tammy Dibbits 


Come this May, I will no longer be able to conveniently fill in the occupation line of various 
forms with the word Student, Mind you, I am not complaining. I am excited about the future. 
Sure, the economy is bleak and far from inviting; however, that is within Someone else's power,” 
so I will just have to accept it. 

For the past four years (actually three and a half) here at Redeemer, I have been studying 
the field of business~a more secular major for those whose goal in life is to make money, some 
would argue. Nice try. However, I'm willing to gamble-that you like or feel the need for money, 
that pesky necessary evil, about as much as I do. Don’t worry, I will invest that money wisely. 
And to those of you who equate business with accounting (and you know who you are), get over 
it! There are many areas to investigate which diverge far from accounting. 

Now that I have my honours in Business, what am I going to do? One thing’s for certain--I 
am not going back to school! Aside from that I don’t know. Truly inspirational, eh? There is 
the potential to adapt my education to fit a number of situations. My personal preference is 
within sports marketing. One drawback is my fear of commissioned salaries. 

Do I have any prospects? Apart from a coast-to-coast market place? Not really. Finishing 
my last five courses is almost enough work on its own. I realize that I’ve got a long ways to go 
once I leave these hallowed halls of Redeemer College. Through it all, I pray that I will rely on 
the Lord for my direction and my strength. From this graduate to all the others, I hope that you 
will do the same and that we all may serve the Lord in and through any job we accept, whether it 
be sweeping floors or becoming an editor of MENSA. 


Eighteen Consecutive Years 
by Nathan Cooper 


"My name is Nathan Cooper. I am a fourth year student at Redeemer College. 1 am presently 
completing the Honours Psychology program and have already compiled a total of seven courses 
in Biology to qualify for my minor. . ." If | had a dime for every time I’ve had to spout off this 
little ditty, I'd be a wealthy man and I wouldn't have to worry about what I was going to do with 
myself after finishing my education here at Redeemer. Unfortunately no one has been handing me 
dimes lately, and the question of what I am going to do with myself following my graduation still 
looms over me like a giant squid (you know how squids can loom). 

Spending a full four years here at Redeemer came as a bit of a surprise to me, because I be- 
gan my schooling here as a scholarship winner thinking “hey I'll cash in on this academic scholar- 
ship and then move on,” But I never moved any further than from dorm 34 to dorm 19. Since 
my freshman year in dorm 34, I have spent three consecutive years here in dorm 19. Unfortu- 
nately, three years straight means that my recent past has begun to smudge into one giant dorm 
experience. But of course the bunch I live with this year has been really special; I don’t care what 
anybody says, they’re O.K. 

Despite having some serious problems distinguishing between my many years here at Re- 
deemer, I am subconsciously aware that this year is somehow distinct from all others. The aca- 
demics, dorm life, and various other activities I am involved in are distinct from all of my other 
years because this year is my fourth and last at Redeemer College. Acknowledging that this is my 
final year has not been easy, and quite truthfully I began dealing with this reality like any real man 
would--by living in a state of total denial. As a psychology major, I know that denial is not going 
to be a lasting solution for dealing with the looming reality of my ensuing graduation, but it sure 
helps to ease the anxiety. That is why I am slowly emerging from my state of denial, making 
some constructive efforts to give direction and purpose to my post-Redeemer existence. 

My future plans include the intent to continue my education at the masters level in psychol- 
ogy. However, I have not spent a great deal of time considering which institutions to apply to as I 

am planning to separate myself from the academic scene for one full year. In terms of my plans 
for the year, I am feeling the call of the Lord to participate in a mission project which I feel will 
provide me with an opportunity to both share the good news of the gospel and enrich and streng- 
then my own faith. From a practical standpoint, I also feel that a mission venture will allow for a 
“hands on” life experience which is simply not available within the confines of a strictly academic 
existence. 

At present, I have been entangled in the educational system for eighteen consecutive years. 
During that time, institutions including Redeemer College have aided my development into a ma- 
ture (that’s debatable) twenty-one year old man; for that I am thankful. However, despite my ap- 
preciation of the educational system, I decided that the completion of college provides a natural 
opportunity for me to temporarily remove myself from academia and stretch myself with the chal- 
lenge of a mission placement which will hopefully serve to both broaden my horizons and rekindle 

_ my desire to continue studying. 
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My Experience as a Senior Student at Redeemer College 


by Agnes Stehouwer 


When I was first asked to write an article about my experience as a senior at Redeemer College, I 
was a little hesitant since I did not feel that my few and small contributions to this school war- 
ranted an article in The CROWN. | felt that there were many more influential seniors who might 
have written such an article with greater authority. But, after having persevered through four long 
years in this institution, I realized that I, too, deserve to write this article as much as any other 
senior. For this article I was asked to relate my feelings about being “looked up to” as a senior 
and what it is like to be facing the fact that I have to leave this semi-secure world which has been 
my home-away-from-home for the past four years. 

I am not sure if many people look up to me as a fourth-year student, or even how many people 
are aware that | am a fourth-year. However, I know from my own admiration of seniors over the 
past three years that, in general, we are looked up to. Now I am realizing that we, as the new 
seniors, have to take the responsibility of being examples for those who follow us. Perhaps this is 
an obvious aspect of this phase of life which we share here, but it is important to remember that all 
people act as examples for the people who come after them. As students, we are responsible for 
what we learn but also for what we teach at this college. A senior feels this responsibility most 
strongly. I think it is important that we be aware of this responsibility during our time at Re- 
deemer but also as we seek to be examples for our non-Christian neighbours in the world outside 
of Redeemer 

As a senior getting ready to leave this school, I have quite a few misgivings. This is probably 
typical of graduates of our community who are looking at the long-awaited goal of freedom from 
the work and financial instability caused by our quest for higher education. We are looking to- 
ward the rewards that are supposed to follow this long period of intense pressure and hard labour. 


Unfortunately, in the present state of this country and this world, our prospects for good jobs are 
slim. This is a worry which is felt not just by seniors, but by all students who are looking towards 
the future. No one knows what the future will be like or what turns our economy will take, but 
for graduates the stress seems greater as we face this uncertainty now. The paradox is that while 
we have been anxiously looking forward to finishing school, we still enjoy the certainty and stabil- 
ity we have felt during this phase of our life. 

Though I have emphasized the security we feel within the college, it is actually the source of 
this security--a Christian community, united by one common faith, where we can see our close 
friends on a daily basis-- which will be missed most. Seniors are already aware of how we lose 
contact with friends and former graduates, and how we miss them when visiting and phoning be- 
come occasions rather than commonplaces. We have felt this over the summer break to a certain 
extent but at least we could always look forward to rejoining our friends in the fall. 

I was going to try to find some things about school that I won't miss. Maybe I won't miss 
those unearthly hours the night before a paper is due, or the anxiety before tests. But even these 
are part of the university experience which, though unpleasant, serve as part of the memories, and 
give us sob stories to tell our kids when they don’t do enough homework (When / was in school), 

I'm sorry that this doesn’t sound like a very happy article, but I will miss Redeemer College. 

I know there will be other things to look forward to that I haven't realized yet: new bridges to 
cross, higher mountains to climb, new frontiers to be explored, and a different life to live, but I 
will always look back on this time in my life remembering the good times we had and the wonder- 
ful people who were my friends, (“Pomp and Circumstance” should be playing in the background 
as you read the last sentence.) 


Dorm Feature: Encounters of Another Kind - Dorm 34 


by Dorm 32 


Why don’t you follow me as we take a wild 


ever so slowly, you find Paul DeBoer playing 
his favourite guitar and attempting to compose 


relaxing with his heavy feather pillow. We 
would like to give Steve an award for being the 


you are lucky enough, you may discover the 
“holy” mystery it contains. Simon Tuin is one 


journey into the lives of dorm #34. This is not 
your average dorm but an exceptionally unique 
one. Hold on to your britches as we embark 
on this voyage of insight 

As we enter the dorm we here a chorus 
of “It’s great to be alive” and “It’s great to be 
young.” This is their futile attempt to hold 
onto their fleeting youth. It is also displayed 
by their continually playing of Atari games. If 
you, a8 a guest, are swift enough to get to play 
Atari and manage to defeat all other records, 
your score will be posted on the “winners 
list.” (Hospitality at it’s best!) 

After playing Atari, one may hear a 
melodious sound accompanied by a guitar 
filling the air, Opening the downstairs door 
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a new version of a song, while his homework 
gathers dust. Across the room, Dave Hartley 
is recuperating from being Doctor Dave of the 
third parking lot. He is also known for his 
practical jokes, his water fights and his 
wrestling with dorm 32, advising none of them 
to date until the ripe age of 21. 

BELCH!! “What in the world was that?” 
Scrambling upstairs, we find Derek Miedema 
releasing stress by burping as he prepares to 
study. Equipped with his beret and his 
enormous selection of music, he goes through 


his nightly ritual of making grotesque noises of 


animals in heat. On the other side of the 
room, which is comparatively bare, we find 
Steven Jaspers-Payer, Howie's look- alike, 


biggest procrastinator on campus; he always 
seems to find time to carry Dorm 32's grocer- 
ies on his bike. 

As we leave the pigsty of Steve anal 
Derek's room, a warm glow from under the 
door invites us to enter Richard Weirsma and 
Paul Winkelhorst’s room. Richard is busy at 
work as usual but he is always ready to lend an 
ear. After chatting with him a while, you will 
soon learn that he has a passion for volleyball 
and the reason behind his permassmile, His 
roommate Paul, the ping pong star, lost his 
hair, but now has found it. Paul studies as he 
perfects his art of twirling his pen on his 
fingers. 

The last room is a room of mystery and if 


of the occupants of this room, He is the big 
brother of Grace, but then again, isn’t he a 
brother to us all? And being such a swell 
brother, he lends his metal on wheels to his 
sister, We are always secure in his presence, 
taking great joy in eating his rock hard 
cookies, We can not help but notice the mess 
found on Pete Oussoren’s side of the room 
although he is rarely found there, When Pete 
had his beard, he was the “little Irish boy” but 
now is once again the “lithe Dutch boy.” 

This may not be a true reflection of dorm 
34 but indeed it was an honest attempt. They 
truly are a bunch of swell guys, well worth 
your time to get to know. 


SOU L 
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Lessons from the Gutter 


Or What | Learned During Christmas Vacation 


by Danny Bird 

When you were in elementary school I'm 
sure that you had to write the ever popular 
“What I did on my vacation” and “What 
does Christmas mean to me?” essays. This 
article lies somewhere between these two 
topics, 

I live on a dairy farm and we have a tie- 
up barn, This simply means that we milk 
our cows where they sleep, eat and live. 
Basically, they don’t move except on milder 
days when they get to go outside and run 
around, To move the large amounts of 
manure that inevitably accumulate behind the 
cows, we have a gutter, This gutter is about 
a foot wide, eight inches deep and 150 feet 
long. It was this vital piece of equipment 
that taught me a couple of very important 
lessons. 

Over the holidays we had a lot of 
trouble with waterbowls malfunctioning. 
Waterbowls are designed so that whenever a 
cow is thirsty, it can use its nose to push a 
lever which fills the bowl with water. 
Unfortunately, we were having trouble 
because the lever was getting stuck on one 
or two of the bowls causing the water to 
continue to run long after the cow had 
finished drinking. One morning, we arrived 
at the barn to do chores and discovered that 
the gutter was full of water from one of the 
broken waterbowls. 

To those of you who do not understand 
that this was a major problem, let me assure 
you that it was. To exit the barn, the water 
had to go uphill, not something that it readily 
does! Somehow, we needed to get approxi- 


Prayer: Walking 


by Gerda Markus 

“The one concern of the devil is to keep the 
saints from prayer. He hears nothing from 
prayerless study, prayerless work, prayerless 
religion, he laughs at our toil, mocks at our 
wisdom, but he trembles when we pray.” 
Samuel Chadwick 

The theme of this year’s Spiritual Retreat 
was “The Origins of Prayer.” Prayer is an 
essential part of the Christian life as it allows 
us to talk and walk with the true God. The © 
Bible calls God's children to devote them- 
selves to prayer and “in everything by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God” (Philippians 4:6). Great 
importance is placed on prayer throughout the 
Old and New Testaments, as there are many 
examples of the power of prayer not only in 
the believer's life but also in the direction of 
history. 

In addition to focusing on the origins of 
prayer, we spent time enjoying the facilities at 
Camp Shalom. The Night-Ow!l walks were 
particularly fun despite the cold temperatures. 
Snow soccer and a pseudo-game of hockey 
also allowed us to exert excess energy. Skits, 
combining a variety of characters (i.e. 
professors and other famous people) and 
props, revealed some unknown talents or lack 
thereof. We also participated in song in the 
church service at Countryside and were 
warmly welcomed by the people there. 

Throughout the weekend, Neal Hegeman 
led us in lectures and small group Bible 
studies, as we focused on the meaning and 
importance of prayer in the lives of God's 
people as recorded in Genesis. While 
studying Genesis, it became clear that God 
created humans with a need to communicate 
with their Creator. In the Garden of Eden, 
God talked and walked with Adam and Eve 
intimately. God was in communion with the 
humans He had created in His own image. 


mately 100 cubic feet of water up an 
incline of about eight feet. The easiest 
way to do this was to pile the gutter full of 
dry refuse and let the dry stuff push the 
water out, A simple principle, but one 
that taught me a lot about problem solving. 

One important thing I realized was 
that it took an awfully long time for me to 
think of praying and asking God for help 
or insight on how to get rid of the water. 
In fact, I was completely frustrated, 
angry, upset and ready to blow up before I 
even thought of asking God for help in this 
interesting situation, It is a shame that we 
usually wait until we are at the end of our 
rope betore we go to God tor help. I’m 
sure that we could save ourselves a lot of 
problems and frustrations simply by going 
to God in prayer as soon as a problem 
presents itself, 

The other thing I learned about 
problem solving has to do with the process 
of solving the problem. To get the water 
out, my mum put some dry refuse into the 
gutter behind a long stretch of water. As 
the water was brought closer to the 
incline, it began to build up until it began 
to flow over the side of the gutter, 
negating the usefulness of the dry refuse. 
We tried to solve too much of the problem 
at once, To get rid of the water effec- 
tively, we needed to place dry stuff every 
five or six feet so that it could soak up the 
water as it went up the incline. Little by 
little, the water disappeared. I am 
convinced that this is also true of the 
problems we face every day. If we 


3 . Les OT 
ne tee ey # iT 


Life on this earth is not complete until God is 
fully included in our thoughts, words, 
actions, and relationships. 

We are called to pray without ceasing. 
Sometimes prayer need not consist of words, 
but rather requires a quietness of heart that 
allows God to speak to us. In Psalm 46, the 
psalmist writes “Be still and know that I am 
God.” This solitude is necessary in order to 
commune with our Creator, our Saviour, and 
the Lord of all. 

The omission of prayer in our daily lives 
leads to emptiness in our walk with God, and 
ultimately to sin. When Eve was tempted by 
the serpent, she did not consult with God and 
was therefore unable to resist Satan. When 
prayer is an intimate part of our walk with 
God it is not only a source of power over 
Satan and his demons but also a medium by 
which we can praise our Heavenly Father for 
gifts and find peace in His promises. In 
realizing our human frailty and weaknesses, 
we come to depend on God, and through our 
weaknesses, God's name is exalted. Paul 
writes to the Corinthian church, “Therefore I 
will boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest 
on me” (II Corinthians 12:9), In recognizing’ 
our dependency on God and in calling on His 
name in prayer, we give God the glory and 
honour that He so richly deserves. 

As a community of believers, we all 
need to be faithful in prayer for rulers and 
those in authority (1 Timothy 2:1-6). The 
intercession of the faithful remnant has a 
determinative role in the direction of history. 
We are witnesses to this in the Old Testament 
when as long as Moses held up his hands in 
an appeal to God for help and enablement, the 
Israelites were winning and in the end the 
Amalekites were defeated (Exodus 17:8-16). 
James also writes that the prayer of a 
righteous man is powerful and effective. We 


Yes, that means you (if, of course, you are an RA or HA). We are 
coming up to that time of year when RA and HA positions are 
filled for the next year. The question we at the CROWN want 


answered is this: What does it mean to be the "spiritual leader" of 
your residence? We want to inform those prospective first time 
applicants what they're getting themselves in for from a spiritual 
perspective. The deadline is Thursday, February 3rd. If you 
don't come to me, then I'll come to you! -- Danny Bird 
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approach the problem slowly and methodi- 
cally, then the solution will be just around 
the corner. 

I learned two minor problem-solving 
tricks from the behaviour of 100 cubic feet 
of a very powerful substance, water. This 
may seem like a trivial lesson to learn, but 
at the time, and to me, it was a life saver. 
The problems I faced over the holidays 
could have drowned me but instead, I 
attacked the problems a little at a time and 
was able to ride out the wave. I hope 
someone can learn the same lesson from 
this article. 


An Interesting Thought 

Jesus Christ, Lord of the Universe and 
Hope of the world, loved mankind enough 
that He left His kingly throne to become a 
little baby who was born in a smelly stable. 
He left His kingly robes to be dressed in 
swaddling clothes and diapers that would 
have often become dirty. He left His 
power to become a weak and helpless little 
boy. Amazing love. 


alking with God 


must, therefore, come boldly before God's 
throne of grace in intercession for the needs 
of the nations and their leaders. 

The retreat was a memorable time of 
fun and fellowship. Although many of us 
did not know each other well before the 
retreat, we were blessed with a spirit of 
unity and Christian love. Time spent 
sharing and praying with one another was a 
real blessing to many of us. May our 
prayers for one another and the world be 
similar to Paul’s prayer for the Philippians: 

“And this is my prayer: that your love 
may abound more and more in knowledge 
and depth of insight, so that you may be 
pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 
filled with the fruit of righteousness that 
comes through Jesus Christ--to the glory 
and praise of God” (Philippians 1:9-11), 


Oh what peace we often forfeit, 
Oh what needless pain we bear; 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer. 

- from the song “What a Friend we 
Have in Jesus" 
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But you, when you pray, go into your 


room, and when you have shut the door, 
pray to your Father who is in the secret 
place; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you openly. 

- Matthew 6:6 


x ¢ ¢ + + + 
For those who are interested, there is a 


prayer group that meets every Friday 
during Activity Period in Room 245, 
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Pointing to the 
Highest Power 


by Danny Bird 
Approximately 250 of High Power's closest 
friends, nearest relatives, most distant 
acquaintances and most revered friends and 
relatives of friends and relatives joined 
together as High Power released its third 
album entitled Somebody Out There in an 
album release concert here at Redeemerland 
on Saturday, January 15. The concert was 
opened by two comedy acts from Redeemer. 
Bodily Functions, featuring Greg and Trevor 
Ross, Darren Lampson and Nathan Cooper, 
provided their own musical versions of such 
classics as the theme from the Muppet Show 
and the Love Jive doing all those things your 
parents would never allow at the dinner 
table. They even pulled down their pants and 
gave us a bodily rendition of bagpipes 
Redeemer’s favourite comedienne, Karen 
Rodenburg, then proceeded to tickle every- 
one’s funny bone with another great comedy 
routine. 

High Power followed her with their first 
Set, Singing songs from their new album but 
also treating us to some of their favourites. 
During the break between the two sets, 
Reverend Peter Wright (Pastor Pete) gave a 
short meditation. He urged us to be careful 
of who and what we are listening to and 
being influenced by. High Power then came 
back with their second set. They also had a 


_ little bit of a surprise for the second set when 


a string quartet--Emily, Malana, Lydia and 
Philip, all of Kincardine--came out to assist 
on a couple of songs. 

The energy in the room remained at a 
fairly high level throughout the evening 
especially when such foot-stompers as The 
Ho-down were played. Throughout it all, 
however, there was a definite attempt to 
maintain the integrity of the message. For 
the most part, the band succeeded. Their 
very meaningful lyrics were very rarely 
obscured by their music. (As this is a review 
on the Soul page of the paper, I really need 
to talk about their message.) 

I asked Michael Bannerman of Coffee 
House fame what message the band was 
trying to communicate with their new tape. 
He told me that the band wanted to let people 
know that there is Somebody Out There who 
loves us and wants us to know that /We/ 
Don’t Have to be Alone on this journey 
called life. They also wanted to combat the 
idea many people have that God is a cold- 
hearted, party-pooper whose only purpose is 
to rain on our parade. With songs like / 
Know and Hear From You, the band tried to 
show the relationship side of Christianity and 
of God and between Christians and God. 
God is our Friend and our Father and that is 
the message of this tape and indeed of the 
concert. If there were any non-Christians in 
attendance on Saturday night, they saw a 
dedicated group of Christians on the stage 
having fun. Yet they also saw a group of 
Christians committed to spreading the saving 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

Overall, it was an exciting concert that 
never let go of the fact that the band was 
there to praise God. 


\ 


We sent out Jennifer Westerhoff—our intrepid Chief Copy Editor—to 


patrol the hallways in search of advice for the future president of 
Redeemer. She asked students to answer the following questions: 


What qualities do you think the new president of Redeemer Col- 


lege should exhibit? What goals should he/she have in mind? 


ERNE 


| would emphasize public relations over student relations, which is more 


the Vice President's job, | think. —Phil Teeuwsen 


A new face would be good, because Cooper already knows everything 
here. It would be nice to see some fresh blood, —Scott Koov 


Novelty. | really think we need new blood and new ideas in the presiden- 


tial position. —Lara Schat 
A woman's perspective would be interesting. —Kim Mantel 


A heart-felt understanding and concern for diversity in the Reformed 
tradition. —Gisele Dykstra 


Leadership and communication skills. 
He/she should be able to gain the 
confidence of the students, while 
working to understand all students. 
—dJulie Anne Vanderlinde 


The president should have experi- 

ence, vision—not an idealistic vision 

but a vision that can be achieved— 

and a reformed worldview, and 

should demonstrate real concern for 

the students, not distancing him/ 

herself in the office. Seek the stu- ---- 
dent's advice and opinions. Don't do ) 
things secretly. Develop a better 

communication system so that every 

department can voice its opinion. 

Don't make important decisions 

without letting the students know 

what's going on, so that this can be a 

communal effort. —Stacia Vong 


A vision, because this school is get- 
ting bigger. . .open-mindedness. — 
Stephen Altena 


Definitely administrative qualities and 
skill with the support community 
when it comes to fundraising. Experi- ies 
ence and impressive academic back- é x= 
ground. —Peter Oussoren 7 
Must be a strong Christian devoted to 

Christ with a vision and a structured, 


organized plan that is open to improvisation. A balanced person—not too 


conservative or too liberal. —Andrew Pols 


Should be academically astute to provide the college with more credibility 
as a university—not to belittle the past president. | have great respect for 
Rev. DeBolster but | think the college is evolving to the next step, broaden- 


ing its vision. —Bryan Ferwerda 


I think we need strong leadership and administrative qualities in that 


office—professionalism. The president should appreciate and recognize 
the diversity of the students. | can understand their desire to maintain the 


Reformed tradition if that’s the way the college wants to go. Ideally, I'd 
like to see the college become more interdenominational in terms of 
students and staff. —Joanne Brown 


| see the president of Redeemer College needing to display the qualities of 


a hero and a servant. Much needs to be done to unite our Christian 


communities, requiring a heroic effort. Individualism should be fought with 


a sense of community and, as a servant of God and His people, he/she 
should work to renew an interest in Christian education, --Jennifer 


Westerhoff 
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Questions for the Presidential 
by Carl Jagt 


An “open door policy” is understandably an important element in { 
community, but a stated policy is not enough. Have you in the pa 
concern, dialogue and support with students? 


Has your zeal for Reformed thought and faith prompted students t 
studies and move forward into “pioneer territories” under the Lord 


Have you come to recognize the potency and boundary of your lu 
time comes, you can confidently and without shame entreat the s4 


Will you attempt to bring closure to the fallout kindled by the colleq 
serve to re-establish in the community--students, alumni, faculty, «t 
our communal well-being? 


Letter from a Fict 
by Peter Moelker 


Dear President, 

My name is Todd Vandersma and | ; 
secondary school studies. It is my r 
but I have not decided what school t 
post-secondary schools in the area _ 
Redeemer as well. Actually, my pea 
| at least gave Redeemer a look. Sc 
best person to talk to about what | « 
deemer. I'll try to keep my letter as 
that I want to know. 

First of all, is it true that the ck 
stories that Redeemer has chapel \ 
something like that, and I was kinc 
necessary to have church during tté 
once, on Sunday. | think students s 
about. . . wait a second, my brothes 
tory. In any case, | don’t think a 
wonder if there’s any way it could 7 


might have something to say abou 
The second thing that concer 
I don’t have to join any kooky cell q 
deemer, | would hope that | could 1 
Personally, I don't think that alcohce 
wine, didn't He? I mean, as long it 
deal? Anyway, I’m not sure what } 
matter, what kind of atmosphere \¢ 
“Christian university,” right? I mict 
does that mean? How is your biola 
other schools? Or is there a differe 
have a lot of responsibility in the direction that the college takes. It must !» 
bit off my second question here. | just wanted to make sure that | know uk 
Redeemer. The thought of a bunch of Christians always pestering me abot 
group worries me a little. Just because we are a Christian school, does tha 
of “Christian” things? Is prayer among students and your faculty really th! 
picture? 
My second point was pretty lengthy, as | read it over now. It cover: 


O A PRESIDE 


probably pretty busy, but the more questions you can answer for me, the 9 
closely to the second. What do | do if I'm not really sure about whether cr 
in? | know my friends at home are really great and all, and we get along ¢ 
people will accept me for who | am at Redeemer. I'm not the most popula 
and most of the time I have alot of problems and stuff to deal with. Somet 
was one of the best places to go to school, because when you walked in, / 
more like one big family, someone said. President, is that really true? Is % 
can go and feel loved, and feel like they are part of a community? I don't! 
| quess even | need to feel loved sometimes too. Didn't Jesus say some tli 
| thought so 

Well, President, | appreciate you taking the time to read my letter. I 
Thank you, 
Todd Vandersma 


PS. “This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance ( and for t 
our hope in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, and especially 5) 


teach these things.’ 


_ ae Contours of a Reformed Identity 
-andidates SAA ARMM TS BRETT ROE CB SEB 


Through an error on the part of the CROWN, Prof. Harry Van Dyke's Thesis 58 from the last issue should have read as follows: 


"In our fifth year of operation, a question arose among the faculty: to couteract triumphalism among us should we not put 
more emphasis on the piety of cultural withdraw! and tone down the Reformational language of our Basis and Principles? 
The Board of Governors appointed a committee to further specify what our identity was as a Reformed Christian college. The 
committee submitted a lucid report reaffirming our founding vision. The report was adopted by the Board. By an overwhelm. 
ing vote the faculty then expressed its agreement with it. The CROWN could do worse than to get hold of this report and 
reproduce it on its pages." 


1e development of a dynamic 
t demonstrated self-initiated 


» take earnest interest in their 


hip of Christ? Thank you, Dr. Van Dyke, for bringing this report to the CROWN's attention and locating it in Appendix A of the Faculty Handbook 


We are happy to reproduce its relevant excerpts here. ~AG 


dership abilities so that, when the iA a arma ac mr emer eee 


port and assistance of others? Where we stand 


Redeemer College, a Christian college of the arts, humanities, and sciences, prizes the Reformed tradition in which it stands. The 
provincial charter which it received in 1980 states explicitly that it aims to fulfil its academic task “on the basis of the Reformed confes 
sions, traditions and perspectives” (Article 3a). 


se of Brookview Trust that it may 
ff and others--the trust essential to 


Our Roots 

As the Redeemer College community we find our roots and identity in the history of God's mighty acts of redemption, recorded in the 

Scriptures of the Old and New Testament, and culminating in Jesus Christ. Within the broader orbit of orthodox Christendorn, we find 
n | F t re Student our more immediate historical roots in the Calvinist Reformation of the sixteenth century, and the renewal of Calvinism which took 

ona utu place in the Netherlands in the nineteenth century. It is by this broad historical rootedness that we define the distinctive mission of the 

College as a Reformed institution. 


Scripture 
tl lled j f In the traditions of historic Christian orthodoxy, we affirm that the Scriptures speak with the authority of God Himself, that they are 
n currently enrolled in my last year o completely trustworthy, and that they find their centre in Jesus Christ (Hebrews 1), | Moreover, we stake our institutional identity on 


ention to go on to college or university, their direction-setting authority for all issues of human life, including the life of academic inquiry and teaching. The Scriptures are like a 
attend. | have written several letters to lamp shining in a dark place (2 Peter 1:19). 


nd | thought that I better check out 
nts said they wouldn't support me unless The Calvinist Reformation 
| figured that you would probably be the As heirs of the Reformation, we appropriate for ourselves its rediscovery of the biblical teachings concerning sin and grace, faith and 


uld expect if | were to come to Re- justification, priesthood and sanctification. More particularly, we identify ourselves with the confessions which came out of the Calvinist 
rief as possible, but | have a few things wing of the Reformation, both in the sixteenth century and thereafter. 

pel service is mandatory? I've heard ai the iti ice panes he spas of oe iene oe a sapeaetion in par shag are the following: 
ry week on Tuesday or Wednesday or - is sovereign, as Creator an eemer; His rights claims to human life are universal and absolute. 


- Human sin is so radical and pervasive that no aspect of human life is immune to it. 
- A single covenant of grace binds together the Old and New Testament. 
- Divine salvation is so radical and pervasive that no aspect of the human life of the believer is unaffected by it. 


concerned. Do you really think it’s 
veek? We already go twice, well at least 


ould be able to decide for themselves - Men and women are called to be responsible stewards of God's gifts, both in their private and public lives. All of life is to be lived to 
ust informed me that chapel isn’t manda- the glory of God. 

‘| would be very meaningful for me. | - The Holy Spirit is the Author of life in all of God's creation, as well as the Renewer of sinful humans who are justified because of 
meaningful? I quess,as President, you J — Christ's righteousness th Cod oa ae - 

rapel services. What do you think? - The sete does not a od’s law, ut reinstates it as the rule for our thanksgiving. 

mats the prospect of living on campus. - Salvation is reconciliation, re-creation, the restoration by God to His original creative purpose. 


- God's good creation was not abolished by human sin nor will it be annihilated, but rather purified, by divine judgement. 


? - 
ups, do I? If | were to come to Re These themes are emphases we explicitly reaffirm in seeking to make fruitful for today the insights of the Calvinist Reformation. 


ve some freedom to do what I want to do. 
's really a bad thing. Even Jesus drank 


don’t get too out of hand, what's the big The Revival of Calvinism 


; ‘Han ja ales ip that The Calvinist tradition in the Netherlands, after a long period of decline marked by dead orthodoxy and rationalistic modernism. came to 
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have at Redeemer. Redeemer is called a to the earlier Reformed confessions and a re-articulation of Calvinism as a coherent world and life view in the context of the modern 
sound a little naive here, but what exactly 9} world. R 


), history, or art any different from any 


‘e? I quess as President you probably Such a biblically informed world and life view, which provides an alternative to the ideologies of modern secularism and a positive 
1 tough job. I guess I’m straying a little framework of references for Christian thought and action, includes the following affirmations: 
| would be getting into if I went to - By virtue of the ordinances of God, creation everywhere displays an underlying order which is constant and reliable. 


- All of reality, including human society and culture, is subject to the God-ordained order which holds for it. 
- In response to God's mandate, human beings must responsibly develop the possibilities latent in creation to the glory of God. 
- All of human life, including such cultural pursuits as education and scholarship, is inescapably religious—that is, involved in the 


this or that prayer meeting or this or that 
nean we need to be involved in all sorts 


nportant when you look at the big spiritual antithesis between obedience and disobedience to God's Word and creation ordinances. 
- Being citizens of the Kingdom of God, Christian have a vocation in every part of life to obey God's commandments and to discern 
tite a bit of things. | know you are and honour His creational order. 


- Men and women, in pursuit of their historical task to unfold God's handiwork, may legitimately identify or demonstrate creational 
reality in cultural developments such as urbanization or the rise of modern science, even when they are seriously distorted because of 
their apostasy. To oppose that distortion is not to reject the creational dimension, but rather to affirm and foster it. 

Such affirmations spell out dimensions of the central biblical emphasis on the goodness and purpose of creation, the depth of the fall 
and the scope of redemption. 


Implications for the Academic Enterprise: 


Scholarly Vocation 

Education and academic inquiry are part of the mandated cultural task of the Christian community. Our communal collective religious 
er. My third and final point is tied vocation in the modern world includes the responsibility to be engaged in higher learning, not only to oppose the distortions of secular- 
ot I'm really a Christian? Can | still get ism, but also and especially to cultivate this sector of creational life as a positive area of service in its own right 
ther really well, but do you think that 
juy around, I’m not that great looking, Neutrality Excluded 
ty told me once that Redeemer College Human rationality and scientific research are not religiously neutral, but are part of the spiritual contest which pervades all human 
could just feel that it was different. It's affairs. Underlying the selection of evidence, the marshalling of facts, the recognition of cogency, as well as the constructing of theo- 


ries, there are necessarily assumptions of a metaphysical and ultimately religious nature, 
Nevertheless, being bound to the created order, science does not imply subjectivism. There are given states of affairs which everyone 
must take into account no matter how these givens are construed or interpreted. 


eemer College a place where someone 
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s about how we are to love one another? 


Reformation of Scholarship 

High on the agenda of the Christian academic community must be the task of doing thoroughly Christian scholarship which can counter 
the effects of academic secularism and offer much-needed theoretical insight to the Christian community at large. In concert with like- 
minded scholars around the globe, Christian academics must do their utmost to bring the renewing power of the gospel to bear on the 
prestigious, powerful and pivotal domain of culture represented by the universities. Here too the claims of Christ must be honoured and 
we labor and strive ), that we have put His kingship advanced. 

ose who believe. Command and 


ype you'll be able to help. 
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by Alison Gresik 
“If you read the accounts of the Fall, you will 
be stunned to see how the Fall is explained first 
in terms of its effects on the communication 
between Adam and Eve, and between Adam 
and Eve and God.” 

This observation by Dr. Quentin Schultze, 
the sixth Staley lecturer to address the Re- 
deemer College community, captures some of 
the relevance and importance of communica- 
tion, both in human and in religious terms. 
Speaking about the results of sin, Dr. Schultze 
says, “The Fall affects our communication with 
God, alienating us from God as well as from 
each other, and leading us to speak about God 
in ways that are untrue. So we're cut off from 
God and we don’t seek communion with Him 
as much as we should, and then often, just as 
we do with other people, we create a false 
identity for God Himself. I do wish there were 
more Scriptures having to do with what 
communication was like before the Fall. 
That’s a very frustrating thing for me.” 

Dr. Schultze has found his calling in 
exploring how we as Christians should handle 
communication in order to counter the effects 
of the Fall and re-establish God's original 
purpose for communion with each other and 
with Him 

In 1982, Dr. Schultze went to teach at 
Calvin College in Grand Rapids. Of the move 
he says, “I wanted more academic freedom to 
pursue a Christian perspective in the Class- 
room. I went to Calvin in particular because 
the Reformed schools are less fundamentalistic 


ID) 


in the United States than a lot of the Christian 
colleges. A lot of the Christian colleges think 
they're Christian because they have chapel 
requirements or they don’t permit drinking or 
something else, and they don’t really want to 
address the hard questions in the classroom.” 

The Department of Communication Arts 
and Sciences at Calvin, which has ten full-time 
faculty, studies the areas of mass media, 
interpersonal communications, organizational 
communications, rhetoric, rhetorical theory and 
criticism, theatre, and communications 
disorders. Dr. Schultze conducts courses in 
communication ethics, television criticism, 
group communications, and he does special 
courses during the January Interim, such as one 
on contemporary Christian music and one on 
the history of radio. 

Although raised as a Roman Catholic, Dr. 
Schultze first heard the gospel from some 
friends involved in InterVarsity while he was 
attending the University of Illinois. After 
becoming a Christian, he began doing quite of 
bit of reading, and discovered that much of the 
valuable material he came across was written 
by “reformed types,” as he put it. This 
discovery prompted him to investigate the 
reformed tradition more thoroughly. 

Dr. Schultze has been a member of the 
Christian Reformed Church ever since he was 
an undergraduate student, and met his wife, 
who was raised Christian Reformed, at the 
CRC in Champagne, Illinois. “There is a 
seriousness about relating faith to life within 
reformed circles,” he says, “that is refreshing 
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and hard to find in other places.” 

During his years at Calvin, Dr. Schultze 
has had the opportunity to work on several 
books, some with Calvin colleagues, that have 
offered a reformed perspective on the area of 
media and communication. Dr. Schultze has 
written Television; Manna from Hollywood? 
and Televangelism and American Culture: The 
Business of Popular Religion, as well as editing 
American Evangelicals and the Mass Media 
and coauthoring Dancing in the Dark: Youth, 
Popular Culture and the Electronic Media. 

He is presently finishing up a book on 
parenting and media, which examines what Dr. 
Schultze calls “the different kinds of problems 
and opportunities that parents have now to be 
good parents in a situation where the media are 
much more significant in the lives of young 
people.” Another project underway is a book 
coauthored with Bill Romanowski on the 
history of the contemporary Christian music 
industry as “a case study of what you might 
call the industrialization of evangelicalism— 
how evangelicalism becomes a business.” 

Referring to the relationship between 
Calvin and Redeemer, Dr, Schultze says, “I 
think that institutions like Calvin or Redeemer 
are better when they interact with their brother 
and sister institutions, more so than we do. I 
think there’s far too little interaction and 
cooperation.” He is in favour of more joint 
teaching, having done an exchange with Regent 
College in Vancouver which he found “abso- 
lutely wonderful.” Dr. Schultze feels that he 
could address some issues that are somewhat 
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neglected at Redeemer presently. “Communi- 
cation is so central to what human beings do 

and who they are that not to study it in college 
is a disadvantage to a well-rounded education.” 

Dr. Schultze is in constant demand among 
the media because of his expertise in areas such 
as televangelism, and he gives a few interviews 
a week, appearing at one time on The Journal. 
Reflecting on why he is consulted by the media 
so often, Dr. Schultze says, “I think often they 
trust me, and maybe they often expect that 
what I say will not be the usual thing that’s 
said, They may call ten other people and they 
all say the same thing, and they call me and I 
say something completely the opposite. That 
makes for a good story.” 

In his final address he corumented on the 
tremendous welcome he received here at 
Redeemer, praising us for our courtesy and 
openness. During our interview he remarked, 
“I was delighted to accept the invitation to 
come up here. I wanted to spend some time at 
Redeemer—find out about this place, meet 
people here—for a long time. To be able to 
come up with Staley’s support and do this is 
great, because I see Redeemer certainly as a 
part of the Christian community, but even 
more specifically part of the Reformed 
community that I love and am a part of. For 
me it’s like coming back to an extended family 
that I didn’t know existed. People have been 
extremely warm and supportive, very hospita- 
ble. If only the weather were better. . .” 


by Theatre Arts Professor Raymond Louter 

I should say at the outset that my ability to provide a complete picture of the 1994 Staley Lecture 
Series is handicapped by a number of things. For work-related reasons I was able to attend only 
the first two talks, the open forum, and part of the third talk on Thursday so I will limit my 
comments to these. The second limitation on this critique is that I was not asked until after the 
series was well over to jot down some of the ideas that came to me. At the time of writing I have 
nothing but my memory to guide me 

Disclaimers aside, I would like to say that the message that Quentin Schultze brought to 
Redeemer College was both timely and persuasive. It was timely for two reasons: first, Re- 
deemer College has been aware of the weakness in its curriculum regarding media and communi- 
cations and Schultze, on a number of occasions, made it embarrassingly clear that we have much 
to do in this area before we can rest. Second, the whole business of communications and mass- 
media (and Schultze includes film and even theatre in these categories) are things which have 
such a significant shaping influence on western society, as well as the rest of the world, and that 
we are obliged to take a good hard look at what we are doing before we go further. The thought 
that village peoples in third-world countries are squatting on mud floors watching “Dallas” is too 
much to bear. Schultze offered no simple solutions to let us off the moral hook. 

It would be difficult, if not impossible, to talk about the content of his lectures without 
making reference to the stories he used to illustrate them, which says something about his style 
as a public speaker. Depending heavily on the emotional effect of the “He-man Under-wear” 
story, Schultze illustrated the point that the silly cartoons children (and some adults) watch have 
an effect, for good or for ill. His address which dealt with the images of the church through 
“televangelism” brought into focus some of the past problems of this largely American industry. 
His verbal-portraits of a number of televangelists suddenly humanized them for me--Oral Roberts 
bribing his listeners with promises of his impending doom should they fail to come up with the 
cash and Jimmy Swaggart preaching one moment and fornicating the next. Schultze made it clear 
that they need God's grace, not more money. And if we take what he claimed to be true about 
the success rates of televangelists we are fools to fund the industry as it now operates. (1 wonder 
if Crossroads made an attempt to have Quentin on while he was in town... just a thought.) 

In one of his early talks Schultze made the point that communication is not the same as 
entertainment, As I remember it he made this point in the context of his discussion about 
televangelism but he may have made the same point elsewhere as well. I found myself thinking 
about Neil Postman's The Disappearance of Childhood where he argues precisely the opposite in 
the case of television, Postman argues that television is a close-up medium which breaks 
narrative down into bite-size, instantly readable bits for a mass audience (from seven to seventy 
year olds); it is therefore designed to be entertainment, The implication of this is that everything 
on television becomes entertainment whether you want it to or not. Because television producers 
do not distinguish between the adult-world and the child’s-world, Postman claims it contributes 
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to the breakdown of necessary barriers between adults and children. The two men are not neces- 
sarily in disagreement. I think that Postman’s approach is more descriptive as opposed to the 
prescriptive approach taken by Schultze who made the point that televangelists learned to employ 
the attention-grabbing style of popular television, and then began to use it, even before they fully 
realized what they were doing to the image of the church. My point with this discussion is to 
register my disappointment that something of this debate didn't emerge at the outset of the series. 
Schultze would likely be familiar with Postman’s book. It would have raised the stakes and it 
might have given an edge to the discussion that followed. 

Throughout the lecture series I found myself wondering about his intended audience. From 
my point of view it seemed that his primary audience was the general listener--someone who 
hadn't considered the relationship between mass-media and a western way of life before. I 
wondered how many of us were surprised to find that television has a shaping influence on 
society? Consider the amount of time spent Schultze spent contextualizing his arguments and you 
will see that proportionally he gave about 80% of his focus to illustrative stories and the rest to 
insightful critique, Make no mistake, the man is no academic slouch--when he wanted to score 
points in this regard he did score--I found myself wishing that he would shoot more often. My 
feeling is that most of us have given some thought to these issues in the past. While Schultz's 
message was a more substantial one than Bachr’s, I think it interesting and perhaps ironic that both 
career communicators made flawed assumptions about the Redeemer College audience. 

I observed with a number of my colleagues after his first talk that Schultze is really on the 
hot-seat when he is on the lecture circuit, Think about it: this public speaker holds a PhD. in 
communications, He must know all there is to know about public speaking! What an image to live 
up to! I must admit that I watched him with a more critical eye than I use on my poor unsuspecting 
communications students, In my Advanced Public-Speaking class immediately following his 
chapel-talk we observed that he was a fine speaker, using gestures and anecdotes to his advantage. 
On the other side of this we noted that his overuse of dramatic pauses so slowed the momentum of 
his presentation that it became, at times, difficult to know what was important, 

I saw a man conscious of his own image as a speaker -- the slightly nerdy bespectacled 
college professor with the quirky speaking habits of the career lecturer, Sometimes it was as much 
fun to focus on the visual effect of the man as it was to listen to his message. (I can say this 
because on the panel he made the point that there is an aesthetic dimension to all communication.) 
It may be that these attributes, in some cases, may help disarm the critics of his message. Few 
people can so ably play deadpan humour, 

It was fun to sit on a panel with Quentin Schultze. I felt completely out-gunned by the man 
as he lectured us about Canadian film (oh, the shame). His anecdotes seemed much more directed 
and purposeful and his humour much more organic to the discussion, He showed that he had a 
mature faith and that it gained fruitful expression in his work as a critic of contemporary mass- 
communications. 
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ARTS / ENTERTAINMENT AT REDEEMER & ABROAD 
SHELLEY HOGEVEEN--EDITOR 


Christmas Extravaganza 


by Hanna Julien 


The Redeemer College Concert Choir's 
Christmas concert was once again a musical 
and magical highlight to the holiday season, 
Drawing a large and very appreciative 
audience, the choir rose to the task and 
thrilled them all, 

The program began with the Concerto 
Grosso in g minor (Op, 6 #8) by Corelli, 
played most beautifully by the orchestra for 
the evening. While the piece had a somewhat 
disjointed beginning, it grew both in intensity 
and togetherness as it progressed, producing a 
lyrical movement throughout. The choir 
followed this with Vivaldi’s Magnificat in g 
minor (RV 610). The choir enhanced this 
piece with its full sound. This was aided by 
the excellent tenor section present this year. 
The choir was together and sounded majestic 
in performing this work. They also im- 
pressed everyone with their mastery and vocal 
sound, The duet within this work was 
beautifully performed by both Alison Gresik 
and Darlene Catanus., Darlene’s full, rich 
voice made for an intriguing blend with 
Alison's more reedy and penetrating sound. 

The quartet of the evening performed 
Gustav Schreck's Advent Motet with both 
beauty and a mystical quality. The four 
voices of Benita Wolters, Agnes Stehouwer, 


Brian Aukema, and Steven Jaspers-Payer 
aided in creating this aura, especially with 
their breathtaking first few bars. 

Chris Teeuwsen’s Variations on a 
Bohemian Carol was a rollicking good time. 
It was witty and light hearted, adding a 
somewhat playful atmosphere to the concert 
as the sounds of camels marched forth from 
the organ and around the auditorium. 

The Lessons and Carols which followed 
and consequently ended this special concert 
were tastefully chosen and performed. O 
Jesus grant me hope and comfort was gentle 
and lilting, and A great and mighty Wonder 
was also well done. The stunning /nfant 
Holy could have been sung more as a lullaby; 
however, it left no one disappointed. Every- 
one who attended the concert once again 
loved the audience participation on the carols. 

The majority of the concert choir this 
year is new; nonetheless, it has grown and 
developed a unique and mature sound. The 
choir members achieved a level of perform- 
ance which does them credit and they 
performed some difficult material with near 
effortless control. This choir was impressive 
and future performances are not only looked 
forward to but, indeed, greatly anticipated by 
everyone who was fortunate enough to be 


resent at this Christmas concest 
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Impressive Concert 


Bergsma and Zekveld Provide Enjoyable Evening 


by Benita Wolters 

On January 14, 1994, Barb Bergsma and Rich 
jeld gave a display of their hard work in 

keyboard performance over the past year. 


_ The program was enjoyed by everyone, and 
most people commented that they could have- 
listened to both performers much longer. 
Both performers were well prepared, and 
Barb even had her half hour of music 
memorized. 

Barb started the evening with five songs 
which leaned heavily on the Romantic and 
19th century periods. The most impressive 
aspect of her performance was her technical 
ability, demonstrated most in her execution of 
the Kabalevsky piece. This piece involved 
fast-paced runs, dynamics and articulation 
variation. Many of the works had a distinct 


~ more centred in the 


melody line, which Barb brought out in a 
“singing” style which was easy to listen to. 
Richard's segment of the recital was 


periods, which was a nice contrast to Barb's 
half. A good variety of different sounds in 
the organ were represented, as well as 
different genres, including hymn, dance, and 
fugue. Richard’s playing was involved and 
determined; he seemed absorbed in the music, 
which was enjoyable to watch, His last piece, 
a Langlais Prelude, was the most memorable. 
Almost all of the stops were out and the thick, 
full chords rang triumphantly in our audito- 
rium. The work involved some complicated 
fingering which Rich mastered well. 

I think it is fair to say that the musicians’ 
peers were surprised and impressed with the 
quality of the performances. 


ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR 


by Alison Gresik 


January 28 Banquet Night in Canada--Michelangelo's 
February 1,2,3 Black Box Players-Definitely Eric Geddis, Studio Theatre 
February 5 Canadian Tire Employee Picnic~-bring your own ratchet set 

y 12. Redeemer College Concert Choir--concert with Toronto Mendelssohn 


Youth Choir and Vox Nouveau 


February 9,10,11,12 Student Production--Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It All for You, 


| nay Student Art Exhibit--curator, Chris Cuthill, Redeemer College Gallery 


Re 


Student Art Exhibit 


by Shelley Hogeveen 


A group of students have recently been 
given permission by the Art Department to 
organize an open student art show to be 
displayed in the college gallery. The multi- 
media exhibit is meant to provide an 
opportunity to bring to public exposure 
student works which would otherwise go 
unseen and to uncover and to encourage the 
potential of students in other disciplines to 
continue to develop and display their talents. 

The exhibit, tentatively scheduled to 
open on February 16, will be the first of its 
kind in two years, largely due to the lack of 
a curator each year to organize a student 
show. The position this year is being filled 
by third year art student Chris Cuthill. 
Although the organization of the exhibit was 
originally intended to give art students an 
opportunity to display their work, the show 
has been opened to students of any faculty, 
__ who are welcomed to submit their artistic 
~~ pieces. 

Cuthill has stated that the exhibit will 
explore the process of creating art by 
showing various sketches and works in 
progress, an idea that he credits to Alan 
Groombridge. Cuthill said that there are 
“many people wanting to display work, but 
who lack much that is finished.” Many of 
the works in progress will be drawn from 
the wealth of material that students have 
been developing within art classes for 
assignments. 

The selection process itself will be 
conducted by a jury consisting of Cuthill, 
Groombridge, and Michelle terHaar. The 


selection will be based on a consideration 
of technical excellence in each piece; 
however, each jury member has insisted 
that he/she does not want this to keep 
students from submitting their work. A 
balance must be reached which keeps in 
mind the technical quality of the workman- 
ship as well as the creativity of the piece. 
In terHaar’s words, the selection process 
must also show an appreciation for the 

. aspects of naivete that may be apparent in a 
piece by a less-experienced artist and that 
an evaluator must always look for the best 
quality of that particular artist. 

Cuthill is also actively seeking 
“innovative, post-modern” work that will 
push the boundaries of more traditional 
styles and forms. “From what people have 
shown me so far,” says Cuthill, “this stuff 
is out there.” Cuthill’s emphasis on 
innovation should come as no surprise, 
since his own work in art and theatre at 
Redeemer has striven to challenge estab- 
lished boundaries. However, Cuthill 
insists he does not want to discourage 
students to submit their work of any style. 
Alan Groombridge has said that the 
creation of such “innovative” works 
implies a higher level of understanding of 
the concept of post-modernity that not all 
Students may possess at this point, and that 
he doesn't mean to discourage the submis- 
sion of more traditional styles such as 
realistic drawings. 

Students are welcome to submit work 
in any media for the exhibit. One should 
contact Chris Cuthill about submitting as 
soon as possible. 
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Stupio THEATRE IS STAGE FOR EXPERIMENTATION 


by Shelley Hogeveen 


The Theatre Arts has developed a reputation 
for producing a variety of quality shows for 
the mainstage here at Redeemer, among 
which is this spring’s production of Guest 
Artist scheduled for March. However, 
another one of the best attributes of the 
theatre experience at this college is the 
Studio Theatre, nicknamed the Black Box. 
Over the last couple of years, the Studio 
Theatre has been home to a growing number 
of excellent productions, usually fully 
directed and produced by students. 

The Studio Theatre provides new 
actors, writers, directors and technicians the 
opportunity and space to try out new ideas 
and further learn and develop their skills in 
theatre. Ultimately, the Black Box is the 
home of experimentation. It provides a 
“safe” environment in which theatre students 
and others are given general clearance to 
strike into new territory as part of their own 
educational experience at the college, which 
is exciting for both students and audience in 
that it presents new challenges and leaves 
room for mistakes. 


The small confines of the Black Box 
space which allows the audience to be right 
up next to the stage action also creates a 
sense of intimacy that is lacking in the 
auditorium. 

This semester, the “Black Box” has 
been fully packed with rehearsals for four 
shows which promise to display the develop- 
ing talents and fresh insights of new direc- 
tors, actors, and writers among our student 
body. 

From February | to February 3, the 
Black Box Players will be presenting 
Definitely Eric Geddis, a comedy featuring a 
cast of sixteen actors, most of whom will be 
playing multiple roles. As this year's 
director James deBoer points out, the Black 
Box Players provides the valuable service of 
intoducing students from a variety of 
disciplines to the theatre in a fun, non- 
threatening manner by allowing people at all 
levels of experience to participate in the 
more relaxed atmosphere of a campus club, 
It also gives members an opportunity to 
learn and develop their skills. 

Although for a few years the Players 


were limited to their own meetings and to 
minor appearances at functions like the 
banquet, last year the Players refocussed 
under the guidance of 1993-1994 director 
Hanna Julien and brought back the practice 
of performing an annual show. Definitely 
Eric Geddis promises to be refreshing in that 
it features a majority of actors who are not 
necessarily theatre arts students or who 
haven't appeared on the mainstage. 

The other productions slated for 
February should also prove exciting as they 
are independent studies in directing which 
were proposed and mounted by two theatre 
arts students. Third year student Chris 
Cuthill’s production of Sister Mary Ignatius 
Explains It All For You will run from 
February 9 to February 12. 

Running from February 24 to February 
26 is fourth year student Shelley Hogeveen's 
production of The Effect of Gamma Rays on 
Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds, featuring the 
five woman cast of Lori Pegg, Michelle 
Aukema, Corine Vreugdenhil, Corrina 
Thalen, and Valerie Louter. 

Finally, on April 7, 8 and 9, the Black 


Box is scheduled for the double feature of 
Captain Kintail and Otherroom, two pieces 
written by members of our local community. 
Redeemer alumnus T. David Van Belle has 
adapted Captain Kintail, a poem by Hamil- 
ton local and award winner John Terpstra, 
into a one-man show. Otherroom is a 
slightly fantastical piece about three charac- 
ters in conflict, written by student Dennis 
Van Staalduinen, in which Van Staalduinen 
will be joined on stage by Van Belle and 
Shelley Hogeveen. Neither of these pieces 
has been performed before. 

Each of the shows should start at 8:00 
in the evening. Tickets for The Black Box 
Players production are $2 each. Tickets for 
each of the other three shows are priced at 
$5. The Theatre Arts Department, and 
Professor Ray Louter in particular, has 
stated that ticket charges are not intended to 
deny a student the opportunity to see the 
show. If you genuinely cannot afford to buy 
tickets for any show, including the 
mainstage, you may approach Prof. Louter 
on an individual basis with your situation, 
and he will work it out with you. 
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N.D.P. vs N.B.A. 


by Eric Lammers 

Toronto is in jeopardy of losing its NBA fran- 
chise. The NDP government refuses to eliminate 
NBA games from Pro Line. Pro Line allows 
people to place wagers on professional games; if 
their predictions are correct, people can win big 
money. Pro Line generates millions of dollars 
for the province in the same way that lotteries 
do; however, the NBA has a strict policy against 
gambling. The two sides are at a stalemate: the 
NDP wants Pro Line and the NBA doesn’t; nei- 
ther seems willing to back down. 

This stalemate raises questions that Re- 
deemer students should consider: Would we 
rather have the millions of dollars raised through 
Pro Line or an NBA franchise? As far as I'm 
concemed, the NDP would be making a mon- 
strous mistake by not doing everything possible 
to land an NBA franchise in Toronto. David 
Peterson and the other owners of this unborn 
NBA franchise planned to build a new arena for 
the team, creating many new jobs in building 
and maintenance. An NBA franchise would 
bring more recognition to Toronto as they will 
be the first non-American team allowed in the 
league. 

To add to the argument for the NDP pur- 
suing an NBA franchise, one should question the 
ethics or legitimacy of state-funded gambling. 
Pro Line is basically another lottery where peo- 
ple on the lower end of the economic scale at- 
tempt to win the big buck. In my opinion, we 
would be better off having all the jobs and rec- 
ognition that an NBA franchise provides then the 
millions of dollars that Pro Line generates. Per- 
haps if Ed Broadbent were pursuing the fran- 
chise instead of ex-Liberal David Peterson, the 
NDP would work harder to get an NBA team. 
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All-Stars Represent Redeemer 


by Ralph Pot 
Julie-Anne Vanderlinde and Phil 

Teeuwsen represented Redeemer College at the 
OCAA volleyball all-star games held January 
15 at Humber College. Players from Division I 
and II schools gathered in what will become an 
annual event in the OCAA. Players from the 
East squared off with players from the West. 

Both Julie-Anne and Phil talked of the 
experience as a very positive one. They both 
enjoyed the chance to play with some of their 
arch rivals and get to know them at a more 
social level. Julie-Ann was very happy with the 
amount of playing time she received, although 
her West All-Stars team fell to the East. 

Although Mr. Teeuwsen played in only 
one of his team’s five games in the match, he 


enjoyed himself thoroughly. Phil, content with 
just being part of the match, took his minimal 
amount of playing time in stride, saying “They 
[the other players] were good!" Phil termed 
his teammates on his Western squad as a great 
bunch of guys. 

Members of our varsity basketball 
team also got a chance to showcase their 
talents with the league’s best. This past 
Saturday, Frances Manias, Janine VanNoord, 
and Chris Hogeterp represented Redeemer at 
Durham College in the OCAA women’s 
basketball all-star game. The three stars 
represented our college well, relishing their 
time in the spotlight. They even got a t-shirt 
for their participation in the event. 

Congratulations all-stars! 


Live and Learn: A Critical Look Back 


by Ralph Pot 

@ First semester has come and gone, as has 
another semester of Redeemer Athletics. To 
say the least, it was disappointing. A brief 
look back, and I, along with the many other 
athletes and fans, could shed many a tear. 

The women’s soccer team, ranked as high 
as seventh in the country at one point, put on a 
disappointing performance in the playoffs, 
losing in the first round. 

The men’s soccer team, well... our hair is 
Starting to grow back. I can even part mine 
now. 

Calvin Series....enough said. 

Both women’s volleyball and basketball 
teams have done very little to make waves in 
the OCAA, as was expected this season given 
their new talent. They will have to show that 


they can swim with the rest of the OCAA 
before they will make any waves. 

Men’s volleyball has also been aidck 
than spectacular. The new kids on the 
(or court) have been bullied around by many 
of the teams in their division. 

Let’s all hope for success in the new year. 
@ Our soccer teams will get another kick at 
the can as they take their skills (or lack of 
them) indoors. Both teams look to be 
competitive, and the women are obvious 
medal contenders. The men are grateful for 
the chance to redeem themselves after a trying 
outdoor season. 
@ There has been a lot of talk about the 
Royals II basketball team. Who are they? 
Well, they are not a part of Redeemer Athlet- 
ics as it may sound, Sean Schat put a team 


Watching Hoops Go Down the Drain 


by Ralph Pot 

The men’s basketball team has been Redeem- ° 
er’s most successful team in terms of wins 
and losses so far this year. The team, until 
recently, was undefeated, tromping on any 
team that was in their way. The winning 
streak came to a sudden halt when the boys 
from Tyndale College stepped through 
Redeemer’s doors. Redeemer lost to a team 
composed of five starting freshman, none of 
whom were over the height of 6'2". What 
happened? 

Well for one, Tyndale’s quick in-your- 
face defense and rapid ball movement was a 
menace to Redeemer’s usual relaxed pace. 
Although having obvious advantages in 
height and individual talent, the Royals lost to 
a much better team. The Royals could have 
easily taken the visiting Americans inside 
because of their height advantage. But our big 
men failed to establish themselves near the 
basket, and the guards failed to give them the 
ball when they did. Tyndale, on the other 
hand worked the ball around effectively and 
played good, clean, smart basketball. 

This game proved to me that the basket- 
ball program for the men of Redeemer is 
being left to rot by the wayside. | think many 


of Redeemer fans have become tired of the 
three-point shooting contests which our team 
holds every time a team from a Bible college 
shows up to play some roundball. I do not 
wish to lay blame. The players have been 
doing their best and are having their fun. | 
can imagine it’s tough to stay intense in 
practices and games when you win by an 
average of thirty-five points. There is no 
doubt that this lack of intensity had much to 
do with the poor showing against Tyndale, 

The team has not been tested against any 
of the teams within their league, It isa 
shame that a team with as much talent as the 
Royals is not out competing against other 
colleges in.Ontario. It is also a shame that in 
the one game this year when they were 
tested, they put on such a poor showing. But 
as long as the team is left to play in the 
M.M.B.C.L. (Mickey Mouse Bible College 
league), the talent here will remain undevel- 
oped and unchallenged. Winning is a 
foregone conclusion whenever Redeemer 
plays a Bible college. 

Hopefully next year there will be enough 
funds so the men’s varsity team can be re- 
instated in the much more competitive 


OCAA. Let's all hope so. 
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together in November to play in the city 
league in Hamilton. The team is made up of 


ngs r students, as wellacoupleof . 
high school players from H.D.C.H. The team 


plays in various gymnasiums around Hamil-— 
ton. The championships of this league will be 
held at Redeemer later this semester. Go 
Royals II! 


Ten Things To Look For From 
Redeemer Athletics in 1994 


by Ralph Pot 

10. More grunts from Janine VanNoord. 

9. Better gym floor. 

8. Intramurals that start on time. 

7. John Byl without his beard. 

6. Men’s Varsity Basketball. 

5. More guys taking one course at 
Redeemer so they can play hockey. 

4. Knee surgery victims. 

3. OCAA championship for Women’s 
Indoor Soccer. 

2. Combs for the Men's Soccer Team. 

1. Two words: More Wins. 


ae ad an ae 
OCAA Women will 


Bump it up at Redeemer , 


by Eric Lammers 


During the last weekend of February, 
Redeemer College has the honour of hosting 
the OCAA Women’s Provincial Champion- 
ships. This honour puts increased pressure on 
our women’s volleyball team to qualify for 
this prestigious tournament. It would be a 
huge disappointment if Redeemer was unable 
to showcase its team while hosting the 
championships. Unfortunately, there is no 
guarantee that the Royals will qualify, as they 
are currently on the brink of elimination. The 
Royals have shown they have the talent to 
qualify for the tournament but they seem to 
lack focus and intensity during critical stages 
of their matches. Redeemer seems to be 
missing an on-court leader who is able to 
maintain the team's mental edge and competi- 
tiveness during crucial stages of their matches. 

Many of us fondly remember last 
years Men’s Volleyball Championships hosted 
by Redeemer, and these memories add to the 
expectation for this season's Woman's 
Championships. Last year the bleachers were 
packed with enthusiastic Redeemer students 
who watched the Royals win a silver medal. 

Is there any reason why this year’s champion- 
ship should not be a similar experience? 

Some would argue that women’s volleyball is 
not as popular as men’s volleyball because it 
is less exciting. This was not always the case 
here at Redeemer. Women’s volleyball used 
to be the most popular sport to watch--just ask 
Betty Steenbeek. Maybe if the women’s 
volleyball games become the place to be for us 
fans, We can generate enough excitement to 
increase the team’s intensity and concentration 
and they will be able to achieve success. 

Redeemer’s record of five wins and 


four losses places them seventh in their 
division. If they are able to hold this position, 


they will qualify for the Provincials. Coach 
Deb Luimes admits that this will not be an 
easy task. Mrs. Luimes commented that two 
practices a week is not enough time to give the 
girls the mental sharpness and focus that is so 
vitally needed in highly competitive volley- 
ball. Luimes comments that the team has 
improved in this area compared to last season. 
The ladies have shown resiliency in winning 
several five-match games after losing their 
fourth game; this would not have happened 
last year. Dedication is not a problem as 
practices are well attended and hard work 
demonstrated, This dedication was also 
shown last year when these Royals broke 
many hearts by missing the illustrious, well 
M.C.ed Annual Banquet in order to play 
volleyball. Hopefully this dedication and 
effort will translate into a place in this year’s 
Championships. Keep watching Time Out for 
upcoming games so that we can support 
Luimes’s ladies. 


Royals Scoreboard 


Women’s Basketball 
Redeemer 57 Durham 63 
Redeemer 39 Mohawk 77 


Women's Volleyball 
Redeemer 0 Cambrian 2 
Redeemer 0 Nipissing 2 
Redeemer | Canadore 2 


Men's Volleyball 
(Mohawk Invitational) 
Redeemer 0 
Redeemer 0 
Redeemer | 


Humber 2 
Cambrian 2 
Mohawk 2 


Men's Basketball 
Redeemer 71 
Redeemer 8&7 


Tyndale 89 
Heritage 33 


Men’s Hockey 
Redeemer 4 Emmanuel | 
Tournament results: | win, 3 losses 


Upcoming Home Games: 
February 2 

-Women's volleyball vs, Niagara 
-Women's basketball vs. Niagara 
February 9 

~Men’s volleyball vs, Niagara 
-Women's basketball vs, Seneca 


SOME NUTS AND BOLTS 


OF THE PRESIDENTIAL SEARCH 


by Winston D. Neutel 

Shortly after President DeBolster announced 
his retirement last year, the Presidential Search 
Committee was formed, to conduct the search 
for a new president. The members of this 
committee were appointed by the Board of 
Governors. 

Eight different groups are represented by 
the twenty-three members of the search com- 
mittee, Representing the Board of Governors 
are: Bill De Jong (committee chair), Christine 
de Boer, Albert Driese, Herman Faber, and 
Nicholas Vanduyvendyk, Academic Council 
representatives are Hugh Cook and Gordon 
Coggins. Bill Smouter represents the Admin- 


istration. Faculty are represented by David 
Benner, John Boersma, Theodore Plantinga, 
Wytse Van Dijk, and Albert Wolters (who was 
recording secretary of the committee). 
Margaret Buma and Marian Ryks- 
Szelekovszky represent Staff. Dan Reilly and 
Pete Ton represent Student Senate, Alumni 
representatives are Lloyd Rang and Sharon 
Timmerman, The Community is represented 
by Bill Voortman, Kees Vreugdenhil, and 
John Zantingh. Janet Hoytema was the corre- 
sponding secretary of the committee, 

The Screening Subcommittee of the 
Presidential Search Committee (subcommittee 
members are marked with an asterisks above) 


evaluated applicants and made recommenda- 
tions to the search committee. The search 
committee then decided which applicants 
“made it to the next level,” and these were 
interviewed by the screening subcommittee 
Most of these interviews took place over the 
summer, 

After deliberating for the fall semester, 
the search committee announced the final 
four candidates in December. They were Dr. 
Elaine Botha, Dr. Justin Cooper, Dr. Jacob 
Ellens, and Dr. Harold Heie. These four were 
interviewed by several groups on January 12 
and 14. On January 12 four different groups 
(1, Faculty, 2. Staff, 3. Academic Council, 4 


Student Senate Executive and Alumni Rep- 
resentatives) cach interviewed each of the 
candidates. They each made their report to 
the search committee on January 13, and the 
search committee met on January 14 to put 
each candidate through another interview, 
and to come up with its ranked recommen- 
dations, When the day was done, the search 
committee ended up giving an equal recom- 
mendation to Drs. Cooper and Botha 

This past Saturday, January 22, the 
Board of Governors received this report and 
decided to interview the two candidates on 
February 12. An official announcement 
should be forthcoming shortly thereafter 


FILM REVIEW: PHILADELPHIA 


by Wendy Baxter 

We braved the winter winds, the cold and the 
high prices Wednesday evening and raced 
toward Limeridge Mall in order to see the 
recently released film Philadelphia. The film 


was directed by Jonathan Demme and starred ~ 


Denzel Washington and Tom Hanks. Our 
hopes were high as we approached the wicket 
and purchased our tickets. It is difficult to say 
just exactly why our hopes were so high. 
Perhaps it is because this film is one that deals 
with a current issue--a “hot topic," if you will. 
The topic of homosexuality has received very 
little attention from mainstream cinema. With 
the few exceptions of movies such as Maurice 
and Torch Song Trilogy which both discussed 
the personal and psychological ramifications 
of being gay, modern cinema has virtually 
ignored the issue from all angles. Therefore, 


when presented, with the possibility of seeing a 
film which is unafraid to discuss homosexual- 


Soapbox 


ity openly and with sensitivity, our interest 
was piqued. 

Philadelphia is not, however, so much a 
“gay” film as it is a film about AIDS and the 
social stigma and stereotypes that are agsoci- 
ated with the disease. It is not even revealed 
to the audience that Andrew Beckett, Tom 
Hanks’ character, is in fact a homosexual until 
quite far into the film. In fact, the actual 
homosexual relationship between Beckett and 
his lover Miguel was significantly 
downplayed. This was a noticable point, since 
a film about a heterosexual relationship would 
have been emphasized the sexual and other 
aspects of the relationship. This observation 
does not come from a desire to see a sexual 
encounter between two men, yet the cautious 
“demonstration” of their love almost made the 
relationship unbelievable. It was as though 


. the director did not want to detract from any 


sympathy the audience might have had for the 


A Reason For Silence 


by Dan Reilly 

At the end of a very tiring day of Presiden- 
tial Search Committee interviews and 
discussions I solemnly promised not to 
disclose the day’s events. That promise was 
not taken lightly. It meant I would never 
discuss the specifics of what candidates, 
committee members, or reporting groups 
had said. 

I firmly believe that this action is in the 
best interest of the college and the candi- 
dates. The candidates have passed through a 
trial-by-fire over the past six monthes. Why 
should they be subjected to further scrutiny 
on our part? What does it profit us to 
continue to dwell on our differences of 
opinion now that we have reached a 
decision? All segments of the community 
have had their say and their voice was heard 
clearly. 

Having recieved some feedback, I have 
heard some students questioning whether or 
not they were effectively represented. They 
question why only the Senate Executive 
were actually at the informal dialogue. This 
process was instigated and directed by the 


Board. Student Senate is the normative 
means by which the Board communicates 
with the student body. Logistics dictated that 
a small group be involved in the dialogue 
and so the Senate Executive was chosen for 
the task. 

If the Senate Executive did not 
adequately represent students, then that is a 
problem with Senate and not the process. If 
you feel we have failed you in this, our most 
basic task, then we need to talk. If you feel 
that our silence in certain areas is unaccept- 
able, then we need to talk. There will be 
formal opportunity to do so in the near 
future. Feel free to seek informal opportuni- 
ties as well. 

If you believe that Senate effectively 
represented you and that your voice was 
heard, then there is really nothing more to 
discuss. We may not all agree with the final 
verdict but we are only one voice in four. 
We need to trust that God will guide the 
Board and that his candidate will be chosen. 
If it is God who is sovereign over this 
process then the candidate who will be the 
best for Redeemer will be chosen. 


characters by showing potentially offensive 
material. 
This desire to be cautious and not offend 


anyone is the predominant attitude in this film. 


This film is so politically correct that it is 
annoying, which detracts from the overall 
message. Everything about this film is 
carefully planned: there is the token Hispanic 
minority character, the token woman charac- 
ter, the token black. Beckett's family was 
(naturally) loving and supportive and had no 
qualms about a gay son\brother\cousin. There 
was even a token “jock” scene and a token 
“artsy” scene that went on forever and had 
little to do with the point of the film. 


Everything about this film was so 
political and careful that it never quite became 
the film it might have been. It was also very 
manipulative in the way that it pulled every 
possible string to evoke an emotionally 
sympathetic response to the plight of the 
Beckett/Hanks character. This film was not 
quite worth the eight dollars that we spent on 
it. It might be worth the money to see it at the 
Broadway (where it’s cheaper) unless there is 
something better playing, and there are no 
cinematic scenes that demand that this film be 
seen on a large screen. All in all it is about a 
B- film (on an A,B,C,D,F scale). 


RETNA S LAE 2t  I AE LET OE TRIE 
AS THE SENATE TURNS 


by Lisa Numan 


On the first day back to classes, Student Senate 
met in the late evening hours. A new and 
refreshing year was at hand. 

The meeting began with a good report from 
the Rec Center supervisor, Beth Avery. Dan 
Reilly, student president, also made his report. 

A letter will be sent to David Cooke from Senate 
in reply to his letter. Student Senate will also be 
helping to host the Staley lectures. This 
semester we will continue to discuss what to do 
with the Student Recreation Facility Fee. Please 
contact us if you have any input. 


The vice-president, Peter Ton, presented a 
variety of Student concerns. Sherri DeJonge 
reported on the budget for last semester. The 
major upcoming events include the Banquet, 
Search for the Wholly Kale and the Spiritual 
Retreat. 

On Wednesday, January 12th, the Senate 
Executive was involved with presidential 
elections, providing student input. Generally, 
the whole evening was filled with mirth! Our 
next meeting will be Monday, January 24th. All 
students are welcome. Please let us know if you 
are coming. 


Open Letter to the Redeemer Community on 
Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It All For You 


As the director for the upcoming production of Christopher Durang’s Sister 
Mary Ignatius Explains It All For You, { would like to cordially extend an invi- 
tation to all members of the student body, faculty, and staff. The play will take 
place February 9,10,11,12 at 8:00 in the Studio Theatre; please come. I do, how- 
ever, feel the need to inform prospective audience members that this play will 
make complicated intellectual and emotional demands of those in attendance. 
Sister Mary raises questions and issues which are not thoroughly resolved 
within the course of the play. Issues such as homosexuality, AIDS, abortion, 
and euthenasia are dealt with in a manner intended to elicit mixed 
from the viewer. This production also employs unconventional theatrical prac- 
tices which may be uncomfortable to some. 

| offer this play in a sincere belief that it can be an enriching experience for 
the Redeemer community. I ask you to be aware that it may also be a disturb- 


ing experience. 


Chris Cuthill—director 


This statement is printed as a paid advertisement. It does not necessarily reflect the opinions of the CROWN or its staff 


The CROWN needs a brain! 


The CROWN needs an academically-minded person to manage/edit the MIND page for the next four 
issues. This involves creativity, some writing, and getting a prof to write the faculty column every two 
weeks. This position pays (not much money but oodles of job satisfaction). Sound attractive? Talk to 
Dennis VanStaalduinen or Alison Gresik soon (E-Mail DENVAN and AGRESIK). 
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THE TANGENT 


BY Davip 


Koupys 


“But If Not...” 


There is a tendency in today’s society to 


GEOFFREY 


believe that Christian ethics cannot survive 
in the “real world” --that Christian ideals 
cannot be upheld in the workplace, in rela- 
tionships, or in the home. Christian val- 
ues are often put aside to make life easier 
in the “real world.” 

In his book Children at Risk, Dr 
James Dobson writes about one of the 
darkest days in World War II. In 1940, 
surrounded by Nazi Forces on the beaches 
of Dunkirk, France, hundreds of thousands 
of British and French soldiers were on the 
A British officer sent 
“But if 


point of surrender 
a message via radio to London 
not ” was all that he sent. 
his quotation was immediately rec- 
ognized by the army officials in London as 
coming from the book of Daniel. In Dan- 
iel, King Nebuchadnezzar gave an ultima- 
tum to Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego: fall down and worship the im- 
age, or be thrown into a blazing furnace 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied 
to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do 
not need to defend ourselves in this matter 
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, 
the God we serve is able to save us from 
it, and He will rescue us from your hand, 
O king. But if not, we want you to know, 
O king, that we will not serve your gods 
or worship the image of gold you have set 
up” (Dan. 3:15-18) 

The message from the British officer 
stated that they had faith in being rescued 
from the Nazi forces, but even if they 
were not rescued, they would not cooper- 
ate with the German regime, even if it 
meant their deaths. 

“If you don’t stand for something, 
you'll fall for anything.” 

We would like to say that if we were 
in the same situation, we would have stood 
up for our Christian beliefs like the sol- 
diers did. We may believe that we are 
willing to die for Christ but tell me, are 
you willing to live for our Lord and Sav- 
1our? 

Every day I| find myself in dilemmas 
where there isn’t anyone around to encour- 
Every day | 
am tempted to put aside my Christianity to 


age me to do the right thing 


make my life more comfortable 

I believe that it is sometimes easier to 
die for what you believe than to live for 
what you believe. When you die, you do 
not have to endure the hardships, the per 
secution, the outright flagrant harassments 
that the world will throw your way 

There may be a time when a person 
must lay his or her life on the line for 
what he or she believes, but then there is a 
time when you just have to live for what 
you believe 

If other people have a problem with 
you living your life in a Christian way, so 
what? Why would you be more worried 
about what they think about you as op- 
posed to what God thinks about you? If 
you are harassed for living a Christian 
life, understand that God told you in His 
word that you will be persecuted for living 
in His name. If you feel that living in the 
light of God doesn’t work in this world, 
remember your eternal reward in heaven 
If you are tempted by worldly gods, pray 
for understanding and work with fellow 
Christians to get back on the right path to 
wards the one true God 

Our God's world IS the real world 
He made it, He takes care of it, He sent 
His only son to this world to save us. In 
order to live in His world we must live in 
His light and by His will. We set an ex- 
ample every minute of every day of what 
it means to be a Christian living for Him 
and Him alone 


CROWN Somewhat Subversive Game Feature: 


KEENER BINGO! 


That's right kids! It’s here and it's even better than Cafeteria Bingo! Tired of 
boring intro classes where the prof is a mile away and everybody seems to have 
an opinion but you? You don't take notes anyway, so what do you do with your 
time? You play KEENER BINGO! That's right, now you can capitalize on the 
keeners--those annoying people that know everything! 

How does it work? Before class, get together with a few friends and fill out the 
card below with the names of all the keeners in your class. Then take your seat 
(at the back of course) and get ready. As soon as one of your keeners speaks 
out--to answer a question or make a brilliant, insightful comment--you mark off 
their space. If you complete a whole row before any of your friends, you win! 


Hints 

1) Choose your list carefully & line up the best keeners. 

2) The bigger the class the better this works. It also helps if it's a class that lends itself 
to keener activity. | recommend Philosophy 121 and Reformation Theology. 

3) Don't do this in a class you care about or one you need for your major 

4) For long-lasting fun, try to fill the whole card (over the course of a few classes). 


ONE STOP 
AUTO SERVICE 


10% off to Redeemer students 
Repairs to all makes and models 


GLENDALE MOTORS 
Adrian Kloet 


Owner 


| 648-4113 
| 401 Wilson St. E. (Near Mohawk) 


THE PAGE FOR 
FORMER TREMITIES 


Political 


Correctness: 


Recognizing the Insight 
it Offers 


In the 26 November 1993 issue of the 
CROWN, David Geoffrey Koudys 
addressed the issue of political correct- 
ness. In this article, Mr. Koudys points 
out that political correctness has 
hindered, rather than aided, the drive to 
find solutions to the problems we 
encounter in society today. He then 
goes on to list five cases in which 
political correctness has made matters 
worse. 

Mr. Koudys has, in my opinion, 
recognized the negative aspects that are 
inherent within the framework of 
political correctness. It is clear that in 
an effort to promote tolerance for 
various groups, particularly minorities, 
today’s post-modern society has no 
tolerance for those who are intolerant or 
espouse universally applicable norms. 
The cases he outlines do demonstrate the 
obstacles Christians face in their attempt 
to be proclaim God's will in the world. 

Mr. Koudys does hint that there 
may be something valid in political 
correctness. However, he does not 
attempt to determine what this may be. 

I believe that the political correctness 
movement has a valuable insight, and an 
understanding of this insight is crucial to 
a biblical understanding of how 
Christians should dialogue and interact 
with those who hold differing views. 
This insight is the need to deal with 
people honestly and respectfully. In his 
discussion of human rights in Christian 
perspective, Dr. Paul Marshall points 
out that rights are often counterbal- 
anced. In this case, the right to be 
treated with honesty and respect is 
balanced by the right to free speech. 

I believe the negative fallout of the 
political correctness movement is the 
result of a failure to acknowledge that 
the right to free speech must co-exist 
with the right to be dealt with honestly 
and respectfully. This failure is the 
result of a belief that there are no 
universal norms. 

However, in rejecting political 
correctness as a Movement, we must not 
reject the claim that all people must be 
dealt with truthfully and with integrity, 
All too often, people want to be treated 
honestly and respectfully but also want 
to be able to say whatever they want. 
Christians are as guilty of this as others. 
We concentrate on only one aspect of an 
individual. For example, in addressing 
the issue of homosexuality we often 
concentrate only on the fact that the 
focus of a homosexual’s sexual attrac- 
tion is distorted. We frequently do not 
recognize the quite legitimate needs and 
desires of homosexuals to be loved, to 
feel they have something to contribute to 
society, to share their life with someone, 
etc. Despite the fact that as Christians 
we consider homosexual activity to be 
contrary to God's will, we must not 
trivialize these other needs and desires. 

The issues that Mr, Koudys 
discusses are often complex and 
Christians must address them thought- 
fully and holistically, When Christians 
tackle these issues they must do so in a 
manner that not only speaks of God's 
will in that one specific area, but also 
acknowledges the integrity of those 
involved and the full ramifications of 
God's will. 
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